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The Unbreakable Bond 


By Ida A. Guirey 


Romans 8:35-39 


HERE is a bond so very strong 

T It never can be broken. 

It reaches down from Heaven to earth, 
An everlasting token. 


It binds the heart of man to God, 
And true hearts to each other— 
The wonderful redeeming love 
Of Christ our Elder Brother. 


Not tribulation nor distress— 
No power that,bond can sever; 
‘Tis mightier than life or death— 
The love that faileth never. 
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Not Alone in Trial 


One cause of anguish in trial is the 
thought that others are not being tested 
as severely as we are. We observe other 
Christians, and we may think that they 
appear to be reasonably happy, to have 
good health, to be prospering in their 
particular work, and to have their needs 
well supplied. And as we look at some- 
one else, we may say to ourselves: But 
he knows nothing of the financial strug- 
gle I am having; or, he does not under- 
stand my anguish of heart over my son; 
or, he never suffers physical pain as I 
do; or, she knows nothing of the great 
disappointments I have had to bear; or, 
he does not have to bear criticism and 
opposition as I do; or, he is not tempted 


so fiercely as I am. But how do we 
know? Some are cheerful by nature, 
and can throw off their troubles more 
easily than others; and most believers 
have learned to trust God to such an 
extent that their trials are not always 
evident to others. But when the time 
and the place are right, and we are able 
to enjoy that rare fellowship with an- 
other believer, when the fear of criti- 
cism has been laid aside and there is a 
free exchange of thoughts, then we 
nearly always find that others have 
burdens as heavy as or heavier than our 
own. They may be of a different kind, 
but they are still burdens. Our trouble 
may be financial, theirs may be physical; 
our trials may come through difficulty 
with relatives, theirs may be caused by 
their associates at work: we may’ grieve 
over the long absence of a living loved 
one, they may have lost a loved one by 
death; we may be sorely tempted along 
spiritual lines—to unbelief, doubt, rebel- 
lion—they may be fiercely tempted on 
the physical side. Is there any value in 
these discoveries? Yes, in several ways, 
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(1) They make us more sympathetic 
toward others. (2) They help us to se« 
our own troubles in better perspectiv 

and realize often that they are not so 
great as we thought. (3) They remind us 
that no Christian pilgrim through this 
world has a smooth path all the time. 
(4) They cool our affection toward the 
things of earth, and warm our hearts 
toward the things of Heaven, (5) They 
confirm such Scriptures as these: “There 
hath no temptation taken you but such 


as is common to man... .” (1 Cor. 10:13);' 


“Beloved, think it not strange concern- 
ing the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened 
unto you” (1 Pet. 4:12). Best of all, in 
every trial we need to remember—and 
rejoice—that “God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able”; that even Christ “was in all 
points tempted like as we are”; and that 
“he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly 
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man shall do unto me” 
(Heb, 13:5, 6). 


“ 


|. Testimonies From the New Reformation 


This editorial is the first of three by Ernest Gordon. The first part is 

a translation of an article entitled, “Changing Religion? No! Birth From 

on High!” by Angel Béart, former monk and Roman Catholic seminary 
professor; the second gives a testimony from Italy: 


HE testimony of former priests, 
monks, and Roman Catholics gen- 
erally which one reads are but few 
samples taken from hundreds, even 
thousands. According to very recent 
statistics, to speak only of clergy, some 
two thousand priests have broken with 
the Catholic system since 1945 and the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corrupti- 
ble things, as silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers; 
but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blem- 
ish and without spot” (1 Pet. 1: 
18, 19). 























exodus continues. That which charac- 
terizes these testimonies and contributes 
to give them a striking unity, in spite 
of the diversity of their sources, is that 
they put in relief the powerlessness of 
“religion” to respond to the profound 
anguish, the secret dissatisfaction of men 
—thine, reader, as well as mine—until 
full assurance and perfect salvation in 
Jesus Christ alone, who has shed His 
blood for both you and me, has been 
found. 

The drama of these lives is the slow 
and painful movement of souls from 
darkness into light, from death to life. 
Yes, these testimonies above all witness 
to the lying deception of “religious” sys- 
tems, which pretend to enclose the truth 
in philosophies and human traditions 
and in sclerotic theologies. Especially in 
the phrases, “I have my religion,” and, 
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“Men should not change religion.” Both 
are illusion and imposture. Religion 
never saved anyone. In parentheses— 
Marx was quite right in writing, “Re- 
ligion is the-opium of the people.” But 
Jesus Christ never founded a religion. 
The word is not found in the New Testa- 
ment, at least in its current acceptation. 
He offers LIFE! Men have made of His 
message a new system. No word has 
suffered such parodies as “conversion.” 
To pass from Catholicism to Protestant- 
ism, or vice versa, means nothing. That 
which is important is to become a new 
creature. Neither change of tag, nor a 
few drops of water on the unconscious 
head of a babe, does anything. Only 
the grace of God and His pardon bring 
the justification of love, accepted in re- 
pentance and faith by a conscious and 
free person. You have been redeemed 
not of corruptible seed but of incorrupti- 
ble by the Word which abideth forever 
(1 Pet. 1:25). 

As Luis Padrosa, as Walter Montano, 
and many others, I went at eighteen years 
* of age to bury myself between the four 
walls of a monastery, thinking to find 
there the living God, whom the soul 
thirsted after. I found only human tra- 
ditions, meannesses and _ aberrations, 
regulation on regulation, line upon line. 
I left deceived and without God and 
hope in the world. I was then led away 
by revolutionary theories. I sought to 
work for justice and happiness on earth, 
I soon learned that collective action can 
bring change in the structure of society 
and is capable of making a different 
world; but that it is idle to seek to 
change the world without changing man, 
for, “if there is something broken in the 
world it is broken in man himself.” How 
then to effect the needed transformation 
in man himself? I sought in philosophies 
and systems. I devoured thousands of 
books. I found at the bottom of all only 
contradictions, paradoxes—among the 
most lucid a despairing conviction of 
man’s helplessness. For intelligence is 
not wisdom afid to will is not to be able, 
The gilded legend of “humanism” ap- 
peared to me a thing for derision only. 

Then came the most arid period of my 
life. It was as desert without oasis. I 
dreamt of suicide. 

Followed an overwhelming encounter 
with the living Christ Jesus. For the 
first time in my life I descended into 
the depths of myself, whither man is 
unwilling to descend and cannot of him- 
self descend, for he would succumb. “If 
man,” says a great poet, “sees the heart 
of man in its nakedness, he dies of it 
immediately from horror and from pity.” 
It is only at the foot of the cross of 
Christ that man can see himself as he 
is, and as God sees him, for there he 
receives at once both judgment and par- 
don, 

Up to this point I had sought to know 
and to do. Now I realized that there 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is nothing to do, that all is accomplished, 
that it suffices to accept thankfully the 
gift of God, to live a pure and holy 
life to the glory of God by power that 
comes from God, 

Of a man harassed, skeptical, blasé, 
God made in a moment a new person 
and from that moment, certainty, joy, 
and peace never left me. 

Do you, too, want this experience? My 
asking is the reason for this testimony. 
Descend into thyself, examine thyself 
in the light of that unbreakable mirror 
which the Word of God is, the two- 
edged sword of Scripture. This divid- 
ing asunder of soul and Spirit is the 
true drama. It will be frightening. I, 
too, have experienced the vertigo of spir- 
itual confusion. But directly you will 
find peace, the peace of God which pass- 
eth understanding. 

A last word to those who think that 
science will save the world. Listen to 
the most lucid thinkers of our time, “The 
whole world is dominated by fear’— 
Berdiaeff. “Humanity groans under the 
weight of the progress it has made”— 
Louis de Broglie. “I fear we are march- 
ing toward the darkest hour of world 
history”—Saint Exupery. Listen to the 
words of Christ, “Yet a little while is 
the light with you” (John 12:35). 

And you adepts of “the philosophies 
of the absurd.” Say no more that “man 
is only an accident in a universe of ac- 
cidents”; that “existence has no reason: 
cause no necessity”; that “all things are 
nausea”; that “life is a day of misery 
between two nothings.” No, God is the 
word for the mystery of this world and 
Christ the revelation of God’s mystery. 
Hear the word of God, “Fear not: for I 
have redeemed thee, I have called thee 
by thy name; thou art mine” (Isa. 43:1). 

Say not that these are cradle songs to 
quiet human misery. No! it is too beau- 
tiful, too true, this story, to have been 
invented by man. This is not the way 
man invents. Listen to man’s inventions, 
“Man is wolf to fellow man”; “Each for 
oneself”; “Woe to the conquered”; “Be 
hard”; “Let the weak perish.” That is 
the language of human wisdom. But 
Love, Pardon, the sacrifice of the Inno- 
cent and the Just (the Single Just One) 
for sinners. Such is the invention of 
God. 

Whoever you are, my friend, hear the 
word of the Lord and Saviour, “Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him” (Rev, 3:20). 

Humanity marches toward the en- 
slavement of the univers concentration- 
naire, in which personality is done away 
with. But God has called you to liberty 
and the plentitude of life, 

“I have set before you life and death 
... therefore choose life, that both thou 
and thy seed may live” (Deut, 30:19). 

Yes, now, choose Life! 


- 
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A Votce From ITALY 


HE Villa Savonarola, 170 Corso Gari- 

baldi, Portici, Naples, is the seat of 
the Evangelical Bible Institute of Italy. 
Its purpose is the retraining of former 
Roman Catholic priests to fit them for 
the evangelism of Italy, and its leaders 
are two able men, Anthony Caliandro 
and Dr. Edwin Jacques. Its successes 
have awakened the ire of Rome. On 
September 27, the Cardinal Archbishop 
of Naples, at the instance of the Pope, 
called all the bishops in his jurisdiction 
to plan “the destruction, root and branch, 
of the Evangelical Biblical] Institute,” as 
the Curia had ordered. 

Meanwhile we get this testimony of 
the Rev. Idelmo Poggioli, for ten years 
a priest in Tuscany, now a preacher of 
the Gospel of Christ: 

“T could condense the story of my con- 
version to the Lord Jesus Christ in pass- 
ing from Romanism to Evangelical Chris- 
tianity with the words of the blind man, 
“One thing I know, that whereas I was 


(Continued on page 26) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Beehives and 
a Point of Law 


I am a beekeeper, and there is a 
California law which says if one finds 
a disease called “American foul brood” 
in his apiary he must burn the con- 
tents of the hive or hives and scorch 
the hives out with fire. Or one can 
take the diseased hives or colonies to 
a plant where it can be treated, under 
license, and by receiving a permit from 
the bee inspector, 

Now am I breaking God’s law or 
rules if I give the hives and contents 
the same treatment the licensed plant 
does? I can do the work just as effi- 
ciently and carefully as the plant with 
a license, though it is illegal, but in 
my opinion not wrong. 

The reason everyone is not allowed 
to do the treating by himself is because 
some people are careless, 

I will appreciate your opinion on 
this matter. It is an extremely ex- 
pensive matter to burn up the frames, 
combs, etc., when they can be salvaged, 

It’s also expensive to haul the equip- 
ment 100 miles or so, then go a second 
trip and bring it home.—A California 
reader. 

As far as one can judge from the Cali- 
fornia reader’s letter, there are only two 
courses open to him, which he has out- 
lined himself. Apparently the California 
law clearly states that if a beekeeper 
discovers that particular disease in his 
apiary, he must either burn the contents 
of the hives, and scorch out the hives 
with fire; or take them to a plant where 
they can be treated under license. If 
the law is as he has stated it, then as a 
Christian he must do one of the two 
things. 

There is no doubt that. the beekeeper 
faces a difficult decision, when he dis- 

(Continued on page 34) 
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|. How To Become “Partakers of the Divine Nature” 


The need for true righteousness 





my New Testament I came across 

the word, “except,” as it intro- 
duced one of the sayings of the Lord 
Jesus Christ—“Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
As I was thinking over its meaning, sev- 
eral other sayings of the Lord which 
also begin with the same word “except” 
came into my mind, so I looked up the 
word in my concordance and found a 
number more. As I examined them I 
discovered that they all referred to some- 
thing that was absolutely essential—a 
vital necessity to real spiritual living. 
I want to take them up one by one in 
these articles, in order that we may make 
sure that we possess and experience these 
things in our own lives, and thus make 
sure that our spiritual living is on the 
right basis as laid down by the Lord 
Himself. 


A SHORT time ago as I was reading 


External Righteousness Not Enough 


The first of these verses is found in 
Matthew 5:20, and reads as follows: “Ex- 
cept your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” This verse tells 
us of the necessity for true righteous- 
ness. You will remember that the fifth 
chapter of Matthew marks ‘the beginning 
of the Sermon on the Mount, which con- 
tinues through the sixth and seventh 
chapters of the Gospel. Matthew is the 
Gospel that presents Jesus Christ as the 
King; that is why the opening chapter 
contains His genealogy, showing that He 
was rightfully descended from David, and 
therefore was a true heir to the throne. 
Almost every chapter presents Him in 
one phase or another of His activity and 
interests as a king. The Sermon on the 
Mount is concerned with the nature and 
the laws of the Kingdom which He had 
come to establish and which He here 
calls the Kingdom of Heaven. In the 
three short chapters which compose it 
the Lord has set forth very clearly the 
relationships which should be observed 
by those who are in the Kingdom, both 
among themselves and between them and 
God, their rightful Sovereign. The open- 
ing verses, which we often call the Beati- 
tudes, give a very brief description of 
the true citizens of the Kingdom. They 
are described there as perhaps citizens 
of no other kingdom have ever been 
thought of; the poor in spirit, the mourn- 
ers, the meek, they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, the merciful, 
the pure in heart, the peacemakers and 
those that are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake. I am sure that as the disci- 


ples and the multitudes listened to those 





The Apostle Peter, in his first 
Letter, tells us that God’s “divine 
power has given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue,” 
and that “great and precious prom- 
ises” have been given us that by 
the we might “be partakers of the 
divine nature.” Seven things that 
are vital to spiritual living are set 
forth in this series of articles by Dr. 
Soltau, who is pastor of the First 
Evangelical Church, Memphis, Tenn. 
The series will continue in next 
week’s issue, and will take up the 
following subjects: Repentance, The 
New Birth, Spiritual Nourishment, 
Childlike Faith, Death to Living, 
Abiding in Christ. 








words as they fell from the Lord’s lips 
on the Galilean hillsides, they must have 
been tremendously surprised and prob- 
ably greatly disappointed, for they could 
not but feel that any kingdom composed 
of such people would have very little 
hope of success or indeed of continued 
existence in the world as it was then 
constituted or as it is today. Every now 
and then I meet people who tell me that 
they have taken the Sermon on the 
Mount as their Gospel. I always am 
quick to contradict them by saying that 
the Sermon on the Mount is no Gospel 
at all. Gospel means “good news,” and 
there is no news in the Sermon on the 
Mount which in any way can be called 
good for sinners, for the Sermon on the 
Mount and the standards which it con- 
tains are far, far beyond the ability or 
the capacity of any human being to 
attain, 

As though in order to make this fact 
unmistakably clear, the Lord very soon 
after completing those wonderful Beati- 
tudes adds the words of the verse just 
quoted, “Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” In 
order to understand the meaning of this 
verse it is needful to remind ourselves 
as to what sort of people the scribes 
and Pharisees were. They were what 
would be called the “good people” of 
their day. They were the ecclesiastical 
leaders. The scribes were the profes- 
sional copyists of the Law, for that was 
the day long before printing had been 
invented and these men spent a large 
part of their time in most carefully and 
painstakingly copying out the sacred 
Scriptures of the Old Testament on 
parchments. As they did so they had 
ample time to meditate on the verses 
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which they were so carefully writing 
out and to compare them with other 
passages of Scripture elsewhere which 
threw light on their meaning and sig- 
nificance. They had come to be regarded 
as the authorities on the Scriptures, men 
who knew it thoroughly and would give 
correct interpretations to all the great 
doctrinal passages. The Pharisees were 
the holy men who practiced the things 
which the scribes taught.. They were 
noted as men of deeply religious life. 
They were ecclesiastical aristocracy 
which was received in the best of so- 
ciety, which occupled the best seats at 
the feasts, and were ostentatious in their 
outward observances of religion so that 
all might know who they were and the 
degree of their holiness. They were 
men, in other words, who were very 
righteous as far as the outward appear- 
ance could be judged, making long 
prayers in public, strict observers of the 
fasts and the feasts of the Jewish law, 
but nevertheless their righteousness was 
insufficient in God's sight to make them 
fit to enter into His Kingdom of right- 
eousness. The reason for this was that 
their righteousness was one of external 
conduct and was noted for its very strict 
and impressive, but also very dead for- 
malism and ritual. 


God Looketh Upon the Heart 

Righteousness in the sight of a holy 
and just God is primarily not one of out- 
ward ceremonies and forms, but one of 
the inner heart. It is tragically possible 
for a man to be very religious and exact 
in all his religious observances as far 
as the external is concerned, but at the 
same time to have in his heart no real 
love and devotion to God, no sincere 
desire to glorify Him and therefore no 
real power—the power of the Holy Spirit 
—with which to combat sin in his own 
life and win through to a glorious vic- 
tory. Only as the heart is right with 
God can the conduct and life be well 
pleasing to Him. The truth that thege 
men’s hearts were not right is seen from 
the fact that they were among the bit- 
terest enemies of our Lord during His 
earthly life and were implacable in their 
hatred towards Him, which would not 
cease until it had brought about His 
death on the cross at Calvary. As a man 
“thinketh in his heart, so is he,” and the 
bigotry and pride and bitter hatred of 
those men toward the Lord gave clear 
proof that they were not fit in any way 
to enter this new kingdom of righteous- 
ness which Christ Jesus had come to es- 
tablish. 

Many men today are seeking to prove 
their fitness for the Kingdom of Heaven 


(Continued on page 26) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





war, the Blue Cross those of alco- 

hol. The first was organized by 
Jean Henri Dunant, Dr. Louis Appia, 
and a few other Swiss Protestants; the 
second by Lucien Rochat, a humble 
French pastor. The Blue Cross has 
spread over France, Germany, Holland, 
and Switzerland. At its recent congress 
in Rouen there was even a frepresenta- 
tive from the Madagascar Blue Cross, 
Pastor Ragamisa, sent by 31,000 mem- 
bers, organized in twelve sections over 
the island. 

Alcoholics Anonymous rather prides 
itself on its detachment from evangel- 
ical aims. Though speaking vaguely of 
God, it never mentions the saving work 
of Christ. Not so this very successful 
rescue work on the Continent. 

Professor Michaeli in the gathering at 
the Church of St. Eloi, Rouen, showed 
that the Blue Cross was a magnificent 
agency for evangelism. The preaching 
of the Cross is at its center. The alco- 
holic is a sinner before God as well as 
a sick man. The wet press of France, 
as of America, ironizes on the fact of 
sin, and stresses the fact of sickness. 
Nor does Alcoholics Anonymous concern 
itself in any way with the drink capital, 
cause of the whole vast disaster. It is 
content to be its street sweeper, But at 
the Blue Cross Congress, Dr. Theodore 
Monod, director of the Institute of Black 
Africa, Dakar, exposed the frightful ex- 
pansion of “the plague” among Negroes. 
Between 1938 and 1951, the importation 
of wines and other drink into the 
Cameroons, for example, rose from 1,500 
tons to 19,000 tons; in French Equatorial 
Africa from 12,000 tons to 45,000, 

“What to do? . Fight the mysticism of 
wine in France,” that is, the superstition 
of wine’s harmlessness. “Every victory 
in France will help Africa.” It is good 
to learn that M. Boegner of the World 
Council of Churches and Dr, Schweit- 
zer, although both liberal theologians, 
are entering into this fight. 

Here are some cries from the depths 
in Blue Cross correspondence: 

“I drink only red wine in great mod- 
eration. At evening I am no longer mis- 
tress of myself. As member of a good 
family, I cannot continue thus.” 

“My husband is twenty-eight. He 
drinks white wine and comes home 
drunk every evening. What can I do?” 

“For ten years I have been climbing 
a veritable Calvary.” 

“How can one cure this horror, drink? 
I have a child who has become its vic- 
tim.” 

Wine, wine, wine! and there are those 
who insist that Christ made the cursed 
alcoholic drink at Cana of Galilee and 


T= Red Cross aids the victims of 


appointed it as emblem of His salvation- 
bringing blood. 


The great Navajo tribe numbers sev- 
enty thousand, dwelling in the arid high- 
lands of Northern Arizona and New 
Mexico—a noble race and promising, 
when brought to Christ. They are re- 
ligious in a pagan way, every seventh 
man being a medicine man. The words 
of Isaiah 42:22 apply to them, “a people 
robbed and spoiled; they are all of them 
snared in holes, , , , they are for a prey, 
and none delivereth.” 

Since 1931, Mr. and Mrs, B. H. Stokely 
have been laboring among them, a hun- 
dred miles north of Winslow, Ariz., their 
nearest railroad town, There are thirty 
workers in the mission. God is moving 
in Navajoland as never before. There 
is a hunger for the Word. “We have 
seen many of our people forsake all and 
separate from everything that has stood 
in the way. We have seen them walk 
miles for the Word, then sit for hours 
drinking in the Word of God. We have 
been in meetings lasting seven hours 
without a break, when Navajos were 
praising the Lord, praying, and confess- 
ing their sins.” 

In an earlier stage they worshiped the 
blue sky, the earth, the sun, rivers, their 
six sacred mountains, and lightning. 
When they see a coyote pass in front of 
them in traveling, they will lay corn 
pollen and even turquoise stones on its 
tracks and worship it, asking the coyote 
to give them a safe and prosperous jour- 
ney. And they worship the largest star 
in the brilliant night sky. Four thou- 
sand served in the army in World 
War II! 

“Special meetings are held by the Nav- 
ajo Gospel Mission each fall and spring 
and six weeks’ Bible school each winter, 
About 150 underprivileged shepherd 
children are gathered up in summer and 
taken by truck, 130 miles, to a camp near 
Flagstaff. Then there is a_ boarding 
school] for thirty little Navajo folk and 
a day school on the compound for twenty 
more; also a clinic with two registered 
nurses. Hogan visitation is carried on 
through the year. 

“The mission has never refused a call 
for help, day or night, from our peo- 
ple.” They care for those who have 
aches and pains, sores, running ears, in- 
flamed eyes, cuts, sprains, measles, 
whooping cough, and so on. There are 
no office hours. The nurses help them 
whenever they appear, day or night, They 
are helped with mail, in ordering from 
catalogues, in making out money orders, 
in writing letters, and in repairs on their 
wagons. Indeed, requests for help range 
from birth and life to death and burial. 


_selves for full-time service. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


But the chief aim is the salvation of 
souls. The Navajos are a shepherd folk 
who rejoice in the birth of lambs. So 
these missionaries. “Word was brought 
by our workers of eight new lambs born 
in the Pinon Government Schoo! one re- 
cent Sunday, when our workers were 
telling the Gospel to the boys’ group, 
and ten souls saved at Chinle.” (Navajo 
Gospel Mission, Oraibi, Ariz. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stokely, directors.) 


Good News From India.—Dan Smith 
of the China Inland Mission writes from 
Colombo: “The Lord gave us a won- 
derful convocation at Hyderabad. About 
two thousand came to the meetings. 
scores were converted—nearly two hun- 
dred, I should think. Fifty gave them- 
The mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit was abun- 
dantly manifested at every gathering. 
Bakht Singh, who was responsible for 
the convention, trusted God for the sup- 
ply of every need, and He never failed. 
For eight days the convention went on, 
and supplies came in. Baptisms fol- 
lowed on a number of days. 

“The evening meeting lasted from six 
until almost midnight. Hundreds had 
to walk a dozen miles after the meet- 
ings. After the evening meeting there 
was supper, then family prayers. Little 
sleep followed as the tom-toms and other 
music heralded the new dawn at 4.30. 
It was the greatest thing I have ever 
seen in my missionary life.” 


The Steinbrink decision (now reversed 
and awaiting appeal) was a body blow 
to the church machines. This has been 
followed by a Supreme Court of Iowa 
decision regarding the First Baptist 
Church in Algona, Iowa, by which its 
right to withdraw from the Northern 
Baptist Convention, and take its prop- 
erty with it, has been confirmed. 

One wonders why any suit should have 
been started by the Convention in such 
obvious contradiction to New Testament 
prescription regarding litigation among 
brethren (and that, to get control of 
property so obviously belonging to the 
local church) in view of the following 
utterances of their own lay witnesses on 
this occasion: 

“In general it is fundamental with the 
Baptist church that the church governs 
its own affairs as expressed through the 
will of the majority. , , . That the de- 
cision of the majority is supposed to 
decide all problems arising in a Baptist - 
church is the fundamental dogma of each 
Baptist church. A church does not need 
to be a member of any association, or 
group, to be a Baptist church. , . , We 
had Baptist churches long before the 
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Convention came into ‘being; a church 
may be in or out as it chooses.” 

Now the Sandusky Street Baptist 
Church of Pittsburgh has left the Con- 
vention. A minority, backed up by the 
Convention, sued for the church prop- 
erty. The Superior Court of Pennsyl- 
vania has upheld the sovereignty of the 
majority and also, by its decision, 
strengthened the independence of the 
local congregation as over against ex- 
ternal authorities, 


Gospel Recordings, Inc., of Los An- 
geles, a faith work, recently shipped 
8.204 records in 54 languages in two 
weeks, “a ton and a half of evangelists.” 
A group of four women are on their 
way to Indonesia to secure recordings 
from dialects there. One novel plan is 
designed to reach the official and edu- 
cated classes in Asia and South America, 
who wish to learn English. In collabora- 
tion with Dr. Kenneth Pike of Wycliffe 
Translators and the University of Michi- 
gan, a double set of records are soon to 
appear containing passages and interpre- 
tations from the Gospel of John. 

Gospel Recordings not only presses its 
own records by tens of thousands, but 
turns off phonographs from its assembly 
lines—1,700 last year. Here are some 
testimonies: 

South Africa: “Some of the mining 
companies have over 8,000 men of many 
languages. There are ninety compounds 
where I want to place them. It is thrill- 
ing to hear the Gospel going into every 
corner of these large compounds.” 

Colombia: “During the persecution, a 
missionary was obliged to flee. Left be- 
hind were four phonographs and a hun- 
dred records. A year later he learned 
that the soldiers there stationed had used 
them daily and were still doing so. “Not- 


withstanding every way . . . Christ is 
preached.” 
Korea: “A word of thanks for the 


blessing which the Gospel records bring 
daily to thousands of former Commu- 
nist prisoners in the camps and hospitals 
around Pusan.” 

Mandingos of Liberia: “I do wish you 
could have seen their faces as they heard 
the voices coming from the box. After 
years of wondering how to reach these 
Mohammedan hearts, it was of a sudden 
all so easy.” 

So in Congo, Ethiopia, Angola, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, etc. (Address Gospel Record- 
ings, Inc., 124 Witmer St., Los Angeles 
26, Calif.) 


“Planned Silence” is the phrase Miss 
Muriel Lester uses to describe the anti- 
rearmament movement in Japan. One 
is familiar enough with “planned silence” 
toward any movement against drink in 
America. 

Miss Lester, who is the daughter of 
an English Baptist businessman, has a 
Quaker concern for peace. The new 
Constitution for Japan renounced war for 
all time, but the J. F, Dulles peace treaty 
drops the Disarmament Clause. Be- 
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tween five and six million members of 
the Japanese National Council for the 
Promotion of Peace protest. Nothing 
will reconeile them to a return to mili- 
tarism. The trades unions and socialists 
follow the same line. Even Buddhist 
leaders of the great Nicheren sect are 
appealing for a course in conformity to 
the peaceful traditions of Buddhism. 

Japanese women took the lead and re- 
quested an interview with Mr. Dulles. 
They were turned down. So they have 
issued their own statement and sent it 
about the world. They have their addi- 
tional reason. According to Mrs. Uyem- 
ara, the American Army has left a bur- 
den on Japan of scores of thousands of 
illegitimate children, and next to the 
Korean War business the prostitution of 
Japanese girls is a major industry with 
an estimated turnover of $200,000,000 an- 
nually! 

But of all this, the press says nothing. 
Planned silence! The armament ring is 
as powerful as the whisky ring, and as 
devilish. 

That St. Thomas was the apostolic 
missionary to India is an ok tradition, 
and the 1900th anniversary of this 
alleged mission has recently been cele- 
brated in Malabar with pilgrimages to the 
various places associated traditionally 
with him. The Syrian churches are es- 
pecially interested, but Roman Catholics 
and some Protestants took part in the 
demonstration. 

The Report of the Archbishops’ Com- 
mission on Canon Law illustrates once 
more the continuous, persistent efforts 
that are going on to reintroduce Roman 
Catholic practices into the English Es- 
tablished Church. Thus: 

Canon 17, Sec. 2, gives permission to 
the minister to wear at Holy Communion 
“an alb with the customary vestments,” 
that is the dress of a sacrificial priest. 
“Customary vestments” has this mean- 
ing in the Church of Rome 

Canon 47 provides that the Communion 
Table may be of wood “or stone.” But 
a canon of 1603 specifically states that 
the table must be of wood, as wood is 
the proper material for tables, stone 
for altars. The Communion Table is 
not an altar, and is never so called in 
the Prayer Book. This provides a way 
by which the Table may be turned into 
an Altar, replacing the Lord’s Supper 
with the Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Canon 5 declares that “the doctrine of 
the Church of England is grounded on 
the Holy Scripture and in the teachings 
of the ancient Fathers and Councils of 
the Church.” But the Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles repeatedly declare that the doctrine 
of the Church is based on the authority 
of Scripture alone. 

Other provisions give to the Convoca- 
tions of York and Canterbury authority to 
amend the Prayer Book, thus displacing 
the contro] of Parliament; revives Con- 
fession to Priests; and restricts preach- 
ing to church buildings, unless with 
license from a bishop. 
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It may be said that this is of concern 
only to members of this particular church. 
But it must be remembered that the 
Archbishops responsible for these Ro- 
manizing changes are prominent in the 
World Council of Churches—very promi- 
nent. 


In Spain there has been an attempt 
to unify the Protestant churches with the 
idea of bringing them into the World 
Council of Churches. In itself union or 
federation is a desirable and almost nec- 
essary objective. But, according to the 
Rev. F. A. Schaeffer of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, 
it represents pressure from the outside. 
and the Spanish Christians generally are 
not attracted by it. 

Mr. Schaeffer, who has been recently 
in Spain, says that in spite of the in- 
credible poverty, “new Catholic churches 
are going up everywhere. The state sup- 
ports the church lavishly. Thus Franco 
gave the Roman Catholic Church 72,700.- 
874 pesetas for the recent Eucharistic 


Congress in Barcelona, equivalent to 
$1,817,521. “Some Spaniards,” he adds, 
“think that this money comes from funds 
Franco has received from the U. S. Gov- 
ernment.” New gold is accumulating in 


the treasuries of Spanish cathedrals. 
In Toledo, seat of the Primate of Spain, 
the gold in the cathedral treasury dazzles 
(you have to buy a ticket to look at it). 
There is a ten-foot-high Custodia of pure 
gold! 

From Portugal Mr. Schaeffer sends this 
picture: 

“At Fatima we saw thousands of pil- 
grims walking, some fifty to sixty miles, 
barefooted and bloodyfooted to pay a 
vow—the roads black with them, babies 
in arms, baskets and bundles’ on heads. 
I'll not forget the bleeding feet. The 
frolicking and commercialism are sicken- 
ing, but the worst is to see the serious 
ones—one coming on her bruised knees 
across the great paved streets in front 
of the church, at least a half mile, tell- 
ing her beads, trying to suffer enough 
to earn her way to Heaven. For Mary 
had promised that those who received 
Holy Communion, said the rosary, and 
meditated fifteen minutes on the mys- 
teries of the rosary on the first Satur- 
day of the following months, would go 
to Heaven.” 


European Notes.—There are nineteen 
universities in France and, in Paris alone, 
60,000 students of university grade from 
sixty nations. Tén thousand are housed 
in the University City. In addition are 
the students of preparatory schools and 
normal and professional schools. A great 
missionary field! 

University Bible groups have been or- 
ganized since 1942. Now Mlle. Elisabeth 
de Benoit has been appointed Secretary 
General for France. She is to be joined 
by Mr. and Mrs, Horton, who will work 
especially in the Cité Universitaire. Mrs. 
Horton is French-Swiss and Mr, Horton, 
a scientist, has lived much in France. 
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“Partakers of the Divine Nature’ 
(Continued from page 23) 


by their conduct and their religious ob- 
servances. They are active in good 
works as a duty, as a means of making 
themselves “feel good,” or in order to 
earn their salvation. But to all such 
there will come a sad day of realization 
that conduct in itself can never bring 
about the condition of being well pleas- 
ing to God. Everywhere I have met 
men who are relying on their conduct 
or their character to make them satis- 
factory in God’s sight, and they prove 
it to themselves by comparing them- 
selves with others to their own advan- 
tage. God can never accept them, how- 
ever, for man is a sinner through and 
through, and man’s best is never good 
enough for God, for it is always marred 
and stained by sin. God demands that 
which man in his own strength can never 
present—true righteousness. That is 
righteousness in conduct, which stems 
from a heart that has been made right- 
eous in God’s sight, through the imputing 
to it of the divine and perfect righteous- 
ness of His divine Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is a miracle of divine grace. 
It is a miracle that is performed always, 
but only, when a man has a vital per- 
sonal transaction with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in which he accepts Him as Sav- 
iour and turns over his life to Him as 
his Lord, both for time and for eternity. 
This verse of which we are thinking tells 
us that only those who have been 
stamped with the perfect righteousness 
or rightness of the Lord Jesus Christ can 
ever have any hope of entering the King- 
dom of which God Himself is the sov- 


Delavan L. Pierson 
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ereign ruler and whose characteristic 
is His absolute righteousness. 

This righteousness will express itself 
in a life that is motivated by love and 
gratitude to God, because of the realiza- 
tion of the riches of His grace. It is a 
life that is lived out in a desire to please 
Him in all things, and that is a full ex- 
pression of the new nature which has 
been received through the new birth in 
Christ Jesus. All of this was absolutely 
foreign to the scribes and Pharisees who 
were measuring themselves by the out- 
ward standards of man’s righteousness, 
brought about through their own efforts 
and satisfying their own desires for the 
adulation and respect of their fellow 
men. The righteousness which God de- 
mands is that which will measure up 
to the inner standards of the perfect 
righteousness of God’s own Son. It can 
be attained solely through the presence 
and the power of the Holy Spirit in a 
fully surrendered life, and has as its 
motive, not the pleasing of self, but 
the glory of Him who called us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light. 


Our God and Father, we acknowl- 
edge our weakness and our helpless- 
ness before Thee, but we also praise 
Thee for the knowledge that the per- 
fect righteousness of Thy Son has 
been imputed to us, even as Thou 
hast promised as the result of our 
personal transaction with Him. En- 
able us, we pray, so to live that our 
lives may daily show forth that 
righteousness, and that we may in- 
creasingly manifest the glories and 
the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
in whose name we ask it. Amen. 


A Christian gentleman by commitment and disposition 


“For he was a g0od man, and full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith” (Acts 11:24). 


HE recent death (Nov. 5) of Delavan 

Pierson removes a well-remembered 
and much-beloved figure from the evan- 
gelical church. He was the son of Dr. 
Arthur T. Pierson, who was a powerful 
preacher and promoter of foreign mis- 
sions, also associate of Mr. Moody in the 
great days of Northfield, and for some 
years successor to Spurgeon in the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, London. The 
father established the Missionary Re- 
view of the World, the standard Ameri- 
can missionary publication of the last 
generation and the son was the continu- 
ator of this ministry. For twenty years 
he made it an indispensable source of 
missionary information. 

Mr. Pierson was also a useful church 
worker—elder and trustee of the Bed- 
ford Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, and 
for twenty years superintendent of its 
Sunday school of a thousand pupils; also, 





By ERNEST GORDON 


for some vears, teacher of a large young 
men’s Bible class in the Brooklyn 
Y.M.C.A.. and active in the affairs of 
the Brooklyn Sunday School] Union. 

For years he was treasurer of the 
Pocket Testament League, on the Board 
of Managers of the American Tract So- 
ciety, of the American Mission to Lepers, 
and of the National Bible Institute, New 
York. In more than forty years he wrote 
nearly thirty articles for THe SuNbDay 
ScHoo., TIMEs. 

In a tribute to Mr. Pierson at his 
funeral, Dr. John A. Mackay of Prince- 
ton Seminary said of him: 

“He was a Christian gentleman by 
commitment. His life’s passion was 
Jesus Christ, and from earliest years he 
accepted the Yoke and felt himself to 
be yoked with Christ in the deepest, 
holiest sense. .. . He became committed 
to the missionary movement. He made 
it his cause over long years. . 

“He was a Christian gentleman by dis- 
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position, for as he bore the Yoke, he 
also lived to wield the Towel. . These 
were the two symbols of his life: the 
Yoke of Commitment and the Towel of 
Service. He was a living portrait of 
what is the essential image of the Chris- 
tian religion—the image of one who laid 
aside His garments, took a Towel and 
girded Himself and washed the disciples’ 
feet. Strong and gentle, steadfast, ten- 
der, and wise, this gentleman was always 
doing loving, unostentatious, unheralded 
things for others.” 


w 
The New Reformation 


(Continued from second page) 


blind, now I see.” I wish to give my 
curriculum vitae [course of life, career] 
as a testimony to the work of God's grace 
in my life, thus to give opportunity to 
some other to discover in himself the 
torment and disgust at a pharisaic priest- 
hood and the struggle of conscience be- 
tween hypocrisy and truth. 

“My early studies were in my native 
city Ferrara. I then entered the Pontifi- 
cal College at Anagni, under Jesuit lead- 
ership. As a priest I worked hard to 
suffocate my inner conflicts, doing social 
work among the poor and at the same 
time studying at the Gregorian Univer- 
sity at Rome. Here I met a Waldensian 
pastor, V. Sommani, who brorsit new 
horizons to my life, 

“T was given a rich parish in Tuscany 
and created two centers for the educa- 
tion of children. During the War, I was 
active in the Liberation. 

“God spared me to work as His am- 
bassador. I left priesthood, a rich par- 
ish, and temporal benefits and was 
among the first enrolled in the Evan- 
gelical Bible Institute. Here I spent two 
years in the peace of God, studying His 
precious Word. Thank God I can now 
say, ‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God’ 
unto my salvation. As a priest I used 
to be ashamed to speak of religion be- 
cause of the errors of church councils 
of papal encyclicals, and of Jesuitical 
logic and philosophy. Now I am free 
in the liberty of the children of God. I 
must reeover the time lost in the servi- 
tude of Romanism, and so I am preach- 
ing constantly the Gospel of my Savioui 
Jesus Christ in its full integrity anc 
power. This is a great attraction to mul. 
titudes, and the Holy Spirit is transform- 
ing lives among the people of Torre de) 
Greco, in our Church of the Redeemer, 
near the Bay of Naples, of which I am 
pastor. 

“I preach, lead prayer meetings, Bible 
study classes, Sunday schools, and other 
activities. It is a veritable proving 
ground where) in the light of the Gospel, 
all problems are solved and all needs 
met in God, according to His riches. 
God’s Son sent to redeem mankind is the 
world’s last hope. In Him I have found 
the way, the truth, and the life.” 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JANUARY 25. JESUS TEACHES HUMILITY AND FORGIVENESS 
Matthew 6:14; 18; printed text, verses 18:1-4, 15-22 


Golden Text.—Verily | say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.—Matt. 18:3 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, 
saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them, 
3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 


church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 

18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree 
on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall 





kingdom of heaven. 


4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one 


be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 


20 For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them, 


21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall 


if h 
if he times? 


times: 


or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses 


every word may be established. 


17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

F YOU turn to the outline given in the 
I “Approach to the Lesson” for Octo- 

ber 19, 1952, you will see that the 
chapter given for this week’s lesson 
constitutes one. of the five bodies of 
teaching introduced into this Gospel. 
We entitled this teaching interlude “The 
Problems of the Kingdom.” We should 
notice that this is addressed exclusively 
to the disciples, and it all arises out of, 
and flows from, their question about 
ereatness. Our Lord proceeds to deal 
with four distinct problems. The first 
was that of personal ambition among his 
followers, for there can be no doubt 
that this was, at least in part, the inspira- 
tion of the question, “Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?” That led 
on to the problem of offenses, especially 
offenses against young believers. Our 
Lord foresaw that these would inevitably 
come, but their inevitability does not 
diminish their seriousness. That, in turn, 
led to the problem of sinning members 
ef the church, and how to deal with 
them, graciously, authoritatively. That, 
again, evoked Peter’s question about for- 
giveness, a subject on which we al] have 
very inadequate views. Seeing that, 
Jesus spoke very earnestly about the 
need of ready forgiveness among all 
Christians. 

Notice that this brings to an end our 
Lord’s Galilean ministry, for the first 
verse of the next chapter reads: “And 
it came to pass, that when Jesus had 
finished these sayings, he departed from 
Galilee.” From now on we can expect 
rapid developments. 


2 
more.” 


my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven 


22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven 
but, Until seventy times seven 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons: the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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Verse by Verse 

Matt. 18: 1.—Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” The Greek reads 
“greater.” The question was really a 
request for a statement of principle: 
what is the basis of greatness in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? 


Verse 2.—“‘And Jesus called a little 
child unto him.” Our Lord’s pedagogy 
should be studied. He frequently gave 
object lessons. A child at play would 
quickly respond to the attention of so 
gracious a person as Jesus. 


Verse 3.—“Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” The 
Greek for “be converted” is the active 
form, “except ye turn.” Jesus dealt with 
the qualification for entering the King- 
dom of Heaven before answering their * 
question about greatness.* The two are 
related. 

Verse 4.—“Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, the 
same is greatest.” Quite contrary to the 
world’s conception of greatness, great- 
ness in the Kingdom of Heaven is uncon- 
scious, artless, without pretensions. 

Verses 5-14.—These should not be over-: 
looked. They give solemn teaching re-, 
garding the sin of causing little ones to’ 
stumble, and God’s special care for them,, 

Verse 15.—“Go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone.” That is 
better than heralding it abroad, and is 
more liable to save an endangered 
friendship. 

Verse 16.—“Take with thee one or two 
This is the second step, in case 
the first does not prove effective. The 
aim is still to “gain” the offender, not 


International Council of Religious Education. 


to condemn him. But he must acknowl- 
edge his offense, and turn from it. 


Verse 17.—‘“Tell it unto the church.” 
This is the third step, if the first two 
are of no avail. Our sins affect the body, 
and are therefore the business of the 
body. “Let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican.” This 
indicates a solemn act of excommunica- 
tion, but it also calls for the compassion 
and the prayer and the ministry that we 
would exercise on behalf of one outside 
the fold. 


Verse 18.—“Whatsoever ye shall bind 

. shall be bound in heaven ... loosed 
in heaven.” Notice how the very words 
addressed to Peter in chapter 16:19 are 
here spoken of the church. Disciplinary 
action taken by a church in the name of 
the Lord Jesus is honored in Heaven. 
This does not apply to the decrees of a 
self-styled church which is really a 
“synagogue of Satan” (Rev. 2:9). 


Verse 19.—“If two of you shall agree 
. it shall be done for them.” Here is 

supreme authority for concerted prayer. 
The church prayer meeting is no human 
invention, but a divine institution. Many 
have found great strength in a partner- 
ship of prayer. 

Verse 20.—“For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am 
I.” The Jews of old time could not have 
a synagogue without ten males. There 
are no such restrictions for a Christian 
church. A church is just as simple as 
this verse. This is the basis; other things 
are supplementary, 

Verse 21.—“How oft shall. , . I forgive 
him? till seven times?” Peter was mag- 
nanimous when compared with the rab- 
binic code of his day, which allowed for 
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two forgivenesses, but was far short of 
the Christian conception. 

Verse 22.—“Until seventy times seven.” 
Which means, of course, without limit. 
The phrase must not be construed arith- 
metically. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Three topics are dealt with 
chapter—greatness, offenses, 
fenders. 

The first subject was introduced by the 
disciples’ question (v, 1). The teaching 
of Jesus had shattered their view of 
greatness. It was evident that greatness 
in the Kingdom of Heaven was of a dif- 
ferent sort from that of this world, but 
they had not yet figured it out, so they 
asked Jesus to define this new greatness. 
In order to answer their question, He 
went further back. One must be sure 
of his citizenship first, before thinking 
of promotion to high office. So Jesus set 
a child before His disciples and, with 
their attention focused on the child, 
made two tremendous statements: here 
was the qualification for entrance into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and here was 
the criterion of greatness in the King- 
dom of Heaven. Have you noticed how 
haughty spirits bow in the moment of 
accepting Christ as Saviour? And have 
you noticed that God’s noblemen are al- 
ways the most childlike, the most simple 
of men? 

If a child so qualifies for the King- 
dom of Heaven, it is an unspeakable 
crime to put a barrier in his way, or 
cause him to stumble. If an eye or a 
hand or a foot is endangering the life of 
the body because of a virulent infec- 
tion, it is surgically removed. If the 
same members endanger our soul, their 
removal would be even more profitable. 
Even so, causing a little Christian to 
stumble is so serious an offense, that it 
would be better to meet tragic death 
than to be guilty of that crime. God is 
specially jealous for the care of His little 
ones. 

But we must not be too hasty in prac- 
ticing amputations on the body of Christ. 
We must rather seek to remedy ailments 
in the members. See Galatians 6:1. And 
here is how to go about it: first, have 
a private interview with the offender, 
and seek to bring him to an acknowledg- 
ment of his fault and to gepentance; if 
that fails, the second step is to engage 
the support of one or two other men of 
spiritual understanding; if the offender 
is still obdurate, bring the matter to the 
church, not for the condemnation of 
the sinner, but in hope that the impact 
of the church’s authority will lead to 
confession and restoration; if that also 
fails, he must forfeit his place in the 
church. That means, of course, that he 
becomes the object of the church's ten- 
der solicitude and unceasing prayers. 
There must be nothing vindictive in the 
action, but a readiness to forgive, not 
to Peter’s boasted “seven times,” but to 
the divine “seventy times seven.” 


in this 
and of- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. (16) January 18.—Witnesses of His 
Glory ; Matthew 17 
Week's Lesson 
1.—Possessions and 


Next 
5. (18) February 








the Kingdom Matthew 19 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. A lesson about greatness (Matt, 18: 


1-4) 
2. A lesson about offenses (vs. 5-14) 
3. A lesson about discipline (vs. 15-20) 
4. A lesson about forgiveness (vs, 21-35) 


Topics for Development 

The Church, Verses 17 to 20 give us 
some basic teaching about the local 
church. Here we see three great truths: 

1. The sanction of the church's disci- 
pline—divine authority (vs. 17, 18). 

2. The secret of the church’s power— 
prayer (v. 19). 

3. The essence of the church’s fellow- 
ship—the presence of Christ (v. 20). 

It should be observed that numerical 
greatness is not in the reckoning. Two 
or three are as much recognized as two 
or three hundred or two or three thou- 
sand. 

Excommunication, A church, acting 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and in 
His Spirit, is not to be despised, nor are 
its decisions to be treated lightly. If 
we remember that such decisions are 
“bound in heaven,” it will both solem- 
nize and fortify the church in its min- 
istry of discipline, and it will give pause 
to the transgressor. But what is the 
purpose of excommunication (i.e., bar- 
ring the transgressor from the church’s 
fellowship)? Its purpose is not to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW is the chapter of our lesson re- 
lated to the outline of the entire 
Gospel? 

2. With what problems does our Lord 
deal in this chapter? 

3. What portion of our Lord’s minis- 
try comes to a close with this chapter? 

4. What two questions are asked in 
this chapter? 

5. What is the qualification for citizen- 
ship in the Kingdom of Heaven? 

6. What is the criterion of greatness 
in the Kingdom of Heaven? 

7. What three steps should be taken in 
seeking to bring an offending brother to 
repentance? 

8. What is to be the Christian's atti- 
tude to an “excommunicated” person? 

9. Where in the New Testament do we 
find an instance of excommunication? 

10. What is the point in Christ’s teach- 
ing about forgiveness? 

(Answers on page 34) 


, breach, 





January 10, 1953 


but to effect 
his salvation. What is the church’s 
duty to “an heathen man and a 
publican”? To hurl anathemas at him? 
No, no! But to have a godly concern 
for him, to pray incessantly for him, to 
treat him with the utmost kindness, and 
so seek to win him back. That word, 
“Thou hast gained thy brother,” in verse 
15, strikes the keynote of the passage. 
Excommunication is a solemn thing, but 
must never be vindictive or harsh. 


assure his damnation, 


Personal Applications 

“Stoop, stoop; ®& is a low, low door by 
which we enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.”—Samuel Rutherford. 

The world’s estimate of greatness is 
bigness; Christ's extimate of greatness is 
smallness. Which estimate do you accept? 

Publishing a wrong only widens the 
where a kindly rebuke may 
heal it, 

The process of discipline is for salva- 
tion, not for revenge. 

A church whose actions are ratified 
in Heaven is not a body to be trifled 
with. 

Golden Text 

Matt. 18:3.—“Extept ye .. . become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” In what re- 
spects must we “become as little chil- 
dren”? In trustfulness and submissive- 
ness—two qualities which the years 
quickly obliterate. The poet sings: 

Backward, turn backward, O Time, in 

your flight, 

Make me a child again just for tonight! 

—Elizabeth A. Allen. 
But we, not time, must do the turning 
back, and as soon as we do, we shall be 
“children of the kingdom.” 
ELMHuRST, ILL, 
ye 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcestep HYMNS 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 
“Christ Receiveth Sinful Men” 
“More Like the Master” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, we come before Thee seeking 
the cleansing ministry of Thy Holy Spirit 
and His help to understand and receive 
Thy Word taught us today. Where we 
have been proud, selfish, or unkind, for- 
give us; and let humility, love, and 
mercy abound in us more and more. 
From all that grieves Thy Spirit we long 
to be free and plead for the liberating 
power of our living Lord to bring us 
release. Send forth the knowledge of 
Him to every place and dispel the clouds 
of sin and superstition wherever they 
darken human life. May Thy Church be 
revived, may help be given all who suf- 
fer for Christ’s sake, and bring in the 
reign of our Lord throughout the earth. 
Our sick and afflicted loved ones we 
remember before Thee praying for Thy 
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mercy and help to be theirs. Make our 
homes dwellings of godliness and peace. 
Give a fervent zeal for Christ and for 
righteousness to us all, and help us to 
leave no good undone that we should do,. 
Hear us and refresh every soul here 
today, for Christ’s dear sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It is no easy thing 
the Lord requires when He tells us to 
put no limit on our forgiveness of such 
as wrong us. But the real Christian 
has the secret of forgiving even to 
“seventy times seven.” 

Some years ago in Roumania a young 
state policeman named Antonescu was 
patrolling a street when some peasants 
came out from a house where they had 
gathered for a Gospel meeting. In a 
show of authority, Antonescu ordered 





“For Christ’s Sake” 
our PARDON OF otuers 


the group to disperse and move off 
quickly. Imagining that a tall man 
among them looked irritated, the armed 
policeman struck him a cruel blow with 
a rifle, tearing the skin of his cheek and 
splintering his collar bone. There was 
a groan from the others, but from the 
injured man just a tender look of re- 
proach instead of the string of oaths 
the policeman expected. To have his 
violence taken so patiently was some- 
thing new for Antonescu, and gruffly he 
called for an ambulance and sent the 
injured man to the hospital. Days passed, 
and the policeman could not forget the 
incident. Remorse over his cruelty so 
grew that he finally visited the man he 
had wronged. By the hospital bed where 
his victim still lay, Antonescu said, “I 
have done you a great wrong. I have in- 
jured you for life. Can you forgive 
me?” The quiet reply was, “Why, yes, 
of course. I forgive you because I have 
been greatly forgiven.” That led on to 
the telling of the Gospel to Antonescu 
and to his seeking and finding the pardon 
of God. Soon he became one of the hum- 
ble Christian group himself and the 
one wronged and the one who did the 
wrong became lifelong friends and part- 
ners in Gospel work. 

“I forgive you because I have been 
greatly forgiven.” That is the secret of 
an unfailing spirit of Christian forgive- 
ness. Our Golden Text has it when it 
says, “Forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business. circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Whosoever .. . shall humble himself 
as this little child” (Matt. 18:4). —Humil- 
ity is the Christian’s finest virtue. 


“Humility isn’t thinking meanly of one- 
self—it isn’t thinking of self at all. The 
truly humble man does not know he is 
humble: Moses wist not that the skin 
of his face shone” (Andrew Murray). 

A very little girl, having heard about 
the soul, was asking her mother what 
it was. “Can you feel the soul, Mother; 
can you hear it?” she asked; and then, 
“Can you see it?” The mother answered 
that the soul could not be felt or heard, 
but that sometimes it seemed as if we 
could see it in the eyes. “Let me see 
yours,” said the little one, and gazing 
into the mother’s dear eyes she saw there 
the tiny image of herself, and exclaimed, 
“Oh, Mother, your soul] is a little child!” 
It would~be profitable to all of us if 
we would ask ourselves this question, 
“Is my soul a little child?” 

Wordsworth once wrote: “Wisdom is 
ofttimes nearer when we stoop than 
when we soar.” 
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A Boston newspaper once carried the 
headline: “The Greatest Social Stoop 
in the World.” Perusing the article one 
learned that a mayor of Boston once 
allowed his beard to grow for days, then 
fitted himself with an old suit of clothes 
and sauntered forth to see how “the 
other half of the world lives.” He 
walked through the slums of the city, 
and sought a night's lodging in a very 
cheap boarding house. He was told to 
chop wood for his bed and a breakfast 
of thin oatmeal with skimmed milk. 

He had never used an ax in his life 
and was having a hard time earning his 
bed and breakfast. Finally, a young 
man stepped up and said, “Give it here, 
mister. You don’t know how to swing 
an ax.” 

When the young man had finished, the 
mayor said, “Here’s my card, son; call 
on me at four this afternoon, and I'll 
see that you get a job.” 

The young man looked at the card and 
said to himself, “Poor man, he’s crazy, 
he thinks he’s the mayor.” Nevertheless, 
curiosity got the better of him, and at 
four o'clock he was ushered into the 
mayor's office. He was given the prom- 


“HOW OFT SHALL MY BROTHER S/N AGAINST ME, 
AND / FORGIVE HIM ? TILL SEVEN TIMES ? ++++**° 
CTHE ANSWER) UNTIL SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN.“ 


(MT. 183 21,22.) 





The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 
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ised job, and was urged: “Don’t tell 
anybody about this.” But the young 
man did tell, hence the newspaper’s 
headline. 

The mayor’s stoop pales into insignifi- 
cance alongside the’ stoop of the Lord 
Jesus. Although on an equality with 
God, He humbled Himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross, 

“Thou hast gained thy brother” (Matt. 
18:15).—The spirit of the world in the 
matter of forgiveness is illustrated by an 
incident recorded in the Reader’s Digest. 
A mad dog had bitten a woman, and it 
was so serious that the doctor feared 
she might succumb to hydrophobia and 
advised her to write out her last wishes. 
She spent so long a time with her pencil 
and paper that the doctor finally asked 
her how long the will would be. “Will,” 
she snorted, “I’m writing a list of the 
people I’m going to bite!” 

The spirit of a Christian in the matter 
of forgiveness is illustrated in the fol- 
lowing story: A preacher had a mis- 
understanding with another preacher 
with whom he had been traveling, which 
resulted in saying they must part. In 
the morning, he asked the offending 
brother: “Will you ask my pardon?” 
“No,” said the offender. “Then, I will 
ask yours,” said the greater of the two. 
This broke the offender down—he melted 
under the forgiveness and wept like a 
child. He was “gained,” and needless 
to say the two did not part. 

“Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven” (Matt. 18:18). 
—Rome abuses this passage of Scrip- 
ture by teaching that the offender must 
go to a priest and confess and receive 
absolution. The Lord said the brother 
who has been offended should go to the 
offender and tell him his fault. If noth- 
ing comes of this, the offended person 
is to take two or three others with him 
and return to the offender. If nothing 
is accomplished by this visit, the church 
is to be informed. The church is then 
to speak to the offender, and if there is 
no confession, the church can bind the 
trespass upon the offending person, and 
Heaven will recognize that disciplinary 
action, 

“Until seventy times seven” (Matt. 18: 
22).—This expression really means 
“times without number.” 

The story has been told of two chil- 
dren, Dick and Dorothy, with a big 
brother who teased them unmercifully. 
One Sunday they heard the story of 
Peter’s question, “Lord, how oft shall 
my brother sin against me, and I for- 
give him? till seven times?” Then 
they heard «the Lord’s reply, “I say not 
unto thee, Until seven times: but, Un- 
til seventy times seven.” Diek had been 
working out the sum, and exclaimed, 
“Look, it’s 490 times!” The children were 
silent for a moment, then Dorothy said: 
“We'll keep a book, and put in it every 
time we forgive him.” “Yes,” said Dick 
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eagerly, “and when it’s 490, let him look 
out!” 

A Quaker had a quarrelsome neighbor, 
whose cow often broke into the Quaker’s 
well-cultivated garden. One morning, 
having led the cow from his premises to 
her owner's house, he said to him, “Friend, 
I have driven thy cow home once more; 
and if I find her in my garden again 
, “Suppose you do,” his neighbor 
angrily exclaimed, “what will you do?” 
“Why,” said he, “I'll bring her home to 
thee again, my friend.” The cow never 
again troubled the Quaker. 

Wawona, CALIF, 

w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


S**. fellows, here comes again dear 
old blundering Peter to refresh us 
with another wholesome lesson—at his 
expense! We owe a big debt of gratitude 
to this fisherman disciple, because it is 
through his mistakes and his embarrass- 
ments we discover some of our own 
errors and are challenged to a higher 
level. Peter doubtless thought he was 
putting his question in the upper 
brackets when he asked the Lord, “How 
oft shall my brother sin against me, and 
I forgive him? till seven times?” 

Just look how sweet the picture might 
be in Peter’s mind: On Monday my 
neighbor said a mean thing about me. 
I forgave him. On Tuesday he repeated 
it. I forgave him again. Wednesday he 
threw a brickbat at my dog. I forgave 
him that. Thursday as I was passing a 
puddle in the road, he drove past me 
and splashed my clothes with mud, and 
I knew he did it purposely. I gritted 
my teeth, but forgave him that. Friday 
he opened the side gate and turned his 
cow into my garden. I quietly drove 
her out, chained up the gate, came in 
the house, sat down with my head in 
my hands, and forgave him that. Satur- 
day night he placed his loud-pitched 
radio by the open window and ran it 
until 2 am. I buried my head under 
the pillow and forgave him that. Sun- 
day morning he tossed a dead cat on my 
front porch. I buried the cat and went 
to church; and there while I bowed and 
the preacher prayed, I forgave him that! 
Lord, don’t you think seven times—is 
enough? 

And what a shock it must have been 
to Peter when the Lord replied, “I say 
not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 
Until seventy times seven,” for Peter 
knew by that that there could be no 
limit to forgiveness. If one could live 
long enough to forgive the same offender 
490 times, he would be so thoroughly 
seasoned in forgiving that he would have 
forgotten how to resent a wrong. It 
would be just like stacking up his “for- 
givings” at the front door, with a sign 
saying, “Take one.” With this excep- 
tion, however: the forgiving act is a very 
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much person-to-person affair. It should 
be done face to face if possible, and 
while the offender may be looking up, 
the injured should not be looking down 
as from a superior level. One might 
have such a strong flavor of injured 
righteousness in his forgiving act that 
the forgiven one would seriously doubt 
if he was forgiven. 

If we could know and remember 
how much we have been forgiven, it 
would keep us humble. When we 
are tempted to get out of patience 
with repeated offenses, think of how pa- 
tient the Lord has been with us. Oh, 
just think of that! We have a big debt 
of forgiving to pay off—if we could! Even 
if we begin right now and forgive every- 
thing from now on, we could never pay 
the Lord the debt of gratitude we owe 
to Him—just for forgiving. 

And there is a wonderful by-product 
that comes with forgiving. It is peace 
of mind and heart. That is priceless: 
it is worth all kinds of humiliation— 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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if it be humiliating to forgive—and some- 
times it is. But it clears the atmosphere 
for one’s own breathing. It is like the 
curing of a miserable head cold, when 
suddenly the bronchial and nasal pas- 
Sages become free and you can “hale 
and inhale” with perfect ease and free- 
dom. That bracing feeling extends up 
into the conscience, too, and makes one 
feel as though he would love to see the 
Lord Jesus step into the front door! 
Try it, fellows. 


Fontana Dam, N, C, 
te 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Alone—but Not Alone.—Verily I say 
unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 
18:3, Golden Text). Even at a very early 
age we can learn of the fatherly love 
and care of God and trust ourselves to 
Him. A little girl named Gloria had a 
nurse who foolishly gave the child a 
fear of being in the dark alone. When 
her mother learned of the child’s fear, 
she set about curing it by telling her 
that God was another Father as loving 
as her own daddy, but much wiser and 
much more powerful. He would care for 
her wherever she was, in the dark as 
well as in the light. One evening 
Mother sent Gloria on a little errand to 
a sewing room off the hall. It was get- 
ting dark and the room was not lighted. 
“'Fraid; dark, Mummy; ’fraid,” said 
Gloria. “No, dear,” said Mother, “it is 
not very dark in there, and you know 
God is in the dark as well as in the 
light.” Thus encouraged, Gloria slowly 
took two steps toward the room and then 
stopped. For a moment there was a 
battle inside her heart, and then, in vic- 
torious faith, she cried out, ““‘Dod, O Dod, 
I'm a-tomin’!” and she paddled boldly 
on right into the dark room, alone—yet 
not alone. Being sure her strong and 
loving Heavenly Father would be wher- 
ever she had to go gave her victory over 
fear. And the same certainty is ever 
the secret of mastering our fears, 
whether we be children, youths, or 
grown men and women.—F rom Joseph E, 
Harris, in The Sunday School Times, 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Their Common Ground.—Who is the 
greatest? (Matt, 18:1.) On one occasion, 
when in London, I was walking home 
from a meeting. Part of the way I was 
accompanied by the Marquis of Aber- 
deen (who had presided) and the Lord 
Bishop of Norwich (who had been one 
of the speakers). Being an American, 
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and unaccustomed to titles, I felt em- 
barrassed as to how I should address 
men of their position. I expressed my 
perplexity, and the Marquis replied, “My 
dear brother, just address us as your 
brethren in Christ. We could have no 
higher honor than that.” This was 
surely to enter into the spirit of what 
the Lord Jesus taught—From H. A. 
Ironside. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration, 


“It’s Different With the Bairns.”—This 
little child (Matt. 18:4). An old sexton 
in a cemetery took special pains with the 
little graves. When asked why, he said, 
“Sir, about those larger graves, I don’t 
know who are the Lord’s and who are 
not, but, you know, it’s different with 
the bairns."—From the Sunday Circle. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sus- 
Sex, Eng. 


A Conscience Void of Offense.—If he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother (Matt. 18:15). One night when 
Mr. Moody was leading the singing and 
Mr. Sankey was playing the organ, 
Moody looked over to Sankey and said: 
“Excuse me; I see there is a friend com- 
ing into the meeting. I offended him 
today downtown, and I want him to 
forgive me.” Mr. Moody walked down 
from the platform, and the other man 
got up from his seat and walked out 
into the aisle and met Moody about 
halfway, and said, “Mr. Moody, I forgive 
you heartily.” Moody went back to the 
platform, and an eyewitness said, “I 
never saw such a meeting; it was won- 
derful.” That is why God so richly used 
Mr. Moody. He kept a conscience that 
was void of offense toward God.—From 
the Moody Church News. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Starting Before the Answer.—If two of 
you shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven (Matt. 18:19). One of In- 
dia’s orphan girls, Kara, fearing slavery 
and worse, asked the missionary teacher 
to take her home with her. The teacher 
replied, “We have no room and no money 
to build more, but you ask God to en- 
able us to take you, and I, too, will pray.” 
That night the teacher received a per- 
sonal gift of $10 from a friend in 
America, She-sent immediately for Kara, 
who met the messenger half way, and 
when she reached the teacher simply 
said: “We both prayed to God, so I 
thought I might as well start!” Faith 
sees the thing for which we ask as al- 
ready in our possession.—F rom Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans, 


Good Forgetters.—Until seventy times 
seven (Matt, 18:22). When a small boy 
hurried away to play with his friend, 
his brother said: “What, you are going 
to play with him again after your quar- 
rel yesterday! Funny memory you have!” 
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The boy looked up and said, “Ho! Ro- 
land and I are good forgetters.”—From 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Why He Couldn’t Forgive Her.—How 
oft shall my brother sin against me, and 
I forgive him? , , . Until seventy times 
seven (Matt. 18:21, 22). Ethel and Tom 
are two children in a family. Ethel 
quarrels with Tom, and their father is 
grieved by their quarrel. Ethel is very 
unhappy. So, in tears she goes to her 
father and says, “Daddy, I am truly 
sorry. I can see I have made you un- 
happy.” But while her father’s arms go 
round her, the minx is putting out her 
tongue at Tom behind his back. The 
father wants to forgive her, but he can- 
not forgive her if she will not forgive 
Tom. “You've got to make it up with 
Tom first,” the father wisely says. “If 
you shut Tom out, you keep me out, for 
I love Tom as well as you.” “If ye for- 
give not men their trespasses,” said the 
Master, “neither will your Father for- 
give your trespasses."—From Dr. Leslie 
D. Weatherhead, in “In Quest of a King- 
dom.” Sent by J, A, Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ATERIALS needed: silhouette of 
lamb, black paper, scissors and 
paste, pencils and notebooks, 

One reason I want all you girls to 
become Sunday schoo] teachers is that 
children are easier to win for Christ 
than adults. Do you know why? Be- 
cause they are not so full of pride as 
grownups. 

When you tell a child that he has 
done wrong things and so is not fit for 
Heaven, he believes it, usually, without 
question. But when you try to tell an 
adult that he is a sinner needing a Sav- 
iour, he frequently replies: “I’m all 
right. There’s nothing wrong with me,” 
or, “I'm a good deal better than most 
church members,” or something of the 
sort, 

Recently I talked to a businessman 
about the need of being born again. He 
opened the way for the talk himself 
by Saying humorously: “I’m a good boy 
now. I joined the church last Easter.” 
(The church he joined does not require 
that its members be born again.) Then 
he added: “I shouldn’t say that either. 
For that matter I was just as good be- 
fore as I am now.” 

I replied, “Christ did not say, ‘You 
will go to Heaven if you join a church’; 
He said, ‘Ye must be born again.’” 

He said: “Oh, I’m all right. I don’t 
drink or do anything I’m ashamed of. 
Of course I did sow a little wild oats 
when I was a young fellow, but I soon 
saw it didn’t pay, so I quit it.” He grew 
so eloquent about himself, his virtues, 
and his achievements that I’m not sure 
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he even heard the Scriptures I quoted 
to him. His talk was all “I-I-I.” Re- 
member that I is the center letter in 
both PRIDE and SIN. 

Now let us’*read Matthew 18:1-4 and 
see whom Jesus used as an example of 
humility. (A little child.) Right. Why? 
I see you find that harder to answer. 

In the first place this child came to 
Jesus as soon as he was called. Most 
likely the child was playing when Jesus 
called him. My experience with chil- 
dren is that they are generally doing 
something. But whatever it was, he left 
it instantly at the call of the Saviour. 
He did not say, “I want to finish this 
first.” His prompt obedience shows true 
humility. 

The child not only came, he let Jesus 
put him where He chose, and then he 
stayed there. Jesus set him in the midst, 
and from the following verses we see that 
he stayed there as long as the Lord 
wished. Down as far as verse 14 Jesus 
talked about “one of these little ones.” 
The child was evidently still there, be- 
ing used as an object lesson. Yet he 
did not interrupt or call attention to 
himself in any way. From verse 4 we 
learn that this is what Christ meant by 
humility, and that in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, greatness is measured by hu- 
mility. 

We have seen how humility is shown 
in one’s attitude toward God. The last 
part of this chapter shows how humil- 
ity is expressed in one’s attitude toward 
others. Read verses 15 to 22. Here we 
see concern for others. If someone has 
wronged you, what is the customary 
way of treating him? (Try to get even 
with him. Talk against him.) I fear 
you are both right, but each of these 
methods comes from pride in the person 
wronged, and only angers the one who 
did the wrong. 

The truly humble person will do 
neither of these things. Instead he will 
call on the person who has wronged 
him, as the Lord directs here, with the 
desire of “gaining his brother,” that is, 
winning him back to Christ’s cause and 
to himself. 

I know a godly Christian man who was 
wronged by another Christian. He went 
to see the man alone, just as this Scrip- 
ture commands. As he went, he asked 
the Lord for guidance. When he got to 
the house, instead of referring to the 
trouble right away, he said, “I am greatly 
concerned about a friend of mine, who, I 
fear, is slipping back spiritually. I won- 
dered if you would be kind enough to 
join me in prayer that this man may 
get a fresh glimpse of the love of Christ, 
Then he would see that pleasing the 
Lord is far more important than worldly 
prosperity.” The backsliding Christian 
was a little slow about agreeing, partly 
because he knew that he himself had 
slipped back spiritually, and partly be- 
cause he felt rather ill at ease knowing 
that he had wronged his visitor. However, 
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the godly man was plainly in earnest 
about wanting fellowship in prayer, so he 
finally agreed. The two then knelt down 
and prayed that this friend might have 
his eyes opened afresh to the changeless 
love of Christ and to the importance 
of living for Him. When they rose from 
their knees, the brother who had done 
the wrong, grasped the hand of the other 
warmly, saying, “Thanks a lot for com- 
ing to see me and sharing your burden 
with me. I was in much the same condi- 
tion as your friend. And perhaps you 
did not know it, but I said so and so 
about you. I’m sorry now, and will do 
all I can to make things right.” The 
godly man had “gained his brother.” 

The rest of this chapter is given to 
another mark of humility—willingness 
to forgive. Proverbs 13:10 says, “Only 
by pride cometh contention.” Anyone 
truly humble realizes that he has sinned 
against the Lord far more often than 
anyone could ever sin against him, so 
he is always ready to forgive. Do our 
lives show any humility? Have we come 
to Christ owning our sinfulness, our need 
of a Saviour? Do we forgive everyone 
who wrongs us? 

We need to pray constantly for humil- 
ity, and to keep very close to the one 
who is “meek and lowly in heart,” so 
that we may be able to answer all these 
questions in the affirmative. Remember 
that God measures greatness by humility. 

Write “Matthew 18” in your notebooks, 
Under that write, “The Child in the 
Midst.” Below that, “Christ in the 
Midst” and underneath, “The Unmerciful 
Servant.” Then make a lamb and be- 
low it copy verse 11. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Teaches Forgiveness 
(Matt. 6:14; 18:21-35) 

SE the outlines and pledges sug- 

gested for the last lesson as intro- 
duction for this. Review Matthew 17 
in connection with the first pledge. Ra- 
phael’s famous painting of the Transfig- 
uration includes both the mountaintop 
scene and the lunatic boy. A fish will 
be suggestive of the method of securing 
the tribute money. For the second 
pledge let the children tell whom they 
told about the Lord Jesus. Especially 
the person using the visualized Gospel 
should report. The last pledge runs over 
into today’s lesson. Make a list on the 
blackboard (or in your mind) of inci- 
dents where a child excused himself for 
being unloving because of the way an- 
other treated him. Lovingly and prayer- 
fully aim today’s lesson to, reach those 
cases, 

There had been some mean feelings 
among the Twelve. Matthew does not 
tell any secrets or call any names. But 
I suppose Peter, James, and John felt 


January 10, 1953 


as if they were better than the other 
nine, because the Lord had chosen them 
to go with Him up the mountain and left 
the others behind. Perhaps Peter, be- 
cause the Lord had praised him for 
knowing who the Lord was—“Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
—thought that surely he was the head 
one among the Twelve, and would have 
the best job when the Lord Jesus got 
to be King. Maybe he bragged a little. 
And likely the “sons of thunder,” James 
and John, got “hot” and told him “where 
to get off.” Hadn't the Lord Jesus 
called him Satan? It was not likely that 
he would be first in the Kingdom of 
God! Maybe Matthew thought he would 
be the most important one to help the 
Lord in His Kingdom—didn't he know 
how to write and keep records and run 
a business? And Judas—why, Judas was 
the one trusted to take care of the money 
for the Lord and all of them now—of 
course, he would be most important in 
running the great Kingdom of God! So 
there was quarreling, and hard words 
were said. 

They took it to the Lord Jesus: “Who 
is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” The Lord called a little child, 
perhaps Peter’s three-year-old, to come 
to Him. As the little one came running 
to the Lord’s arms, and He took him up, 
the Lord explained: The greatest in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is he who is most 
like this little child—loving, trustful, obe- 
dient, not bragging and trying to be first 

Then Peter, still smarting from what 
others may have said about him, had an- 
other question: “Lord, how many times 
is my brother to be mean to me and I 
forgive him? Seven times?” I think 
Peter thought he was very generous 
when he offered to do it seven times. 
“Oh, no,” said the Lord; “not seven times, 


but seventy times seven.” “Whew!” per- 
haps Peter exclaimed as he figured that 
out, “four hundred and ninety times!” 


Now the Lord was quietly telling a little 
story, and all gathered around to listen, 
forgetting their quarrels for a bit, (Tell 
the story of the unforgiving servant.) 
“So will my Heavenly Father do to you 
if you won't forgive each other.” That 
gave Peter, James, and John, Matthew 
and Judas something to think about for 
a while! Does it give you something to 
think about, teo? 

“Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you” 
(Eph. 4:32, Memory Verse). Let's find 
the Lord’s Prayer and see how He makes 
us pray for our forgiveness. (Matt, 6:12.) 
Now see verse 14. Read Matthew 18 at 
home. Shall we try this week once again 
to love and forgive? (Draw a large 
heart in which to write: “Be ye kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another,” and a cross on which to 
write: “God for Christ’s sake hath for- 
given you.” Between the two drawings 
write the words: “even as.”) 
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Lesson for January 25 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


IM and Patsy were coasting down the 

hill on their sleds having lots of fun, 
Bill—who was too poor to have a sled 
of his own—had been watching them 
for a long time, but neither Jim nor 
Patsy had even once offered him a ride. 
Finally, when Bill could not stand it 
any longer, he called, “Hey, Jim! May 
I have a ride on your sled?” 

No one could ever say that Jim was 
selfish, for, indeed he was always very 
generous with his toys and gladly shared 
them, with his friends. In fact, it was 
usual for him to offer his things to others, 
without being asked. But instead of 
being his nice self, Jim glared at Bill 


and answered: “Yesterday you called 
me ‘four eyes’ and made fun of me just 
because I wear glasses. But now, be- 


cause we've had snow and you want a 
ride on my sled, you're trying to be nice 
to me. Well, I haven't forgotten, see? 
Go get your ride somewhere else.” 

Jim and Patsy continued their sled- 
ding, but for some reason they did not 
seem to have as much fun as before, 

It was the very next day in Sunday 
schoo] that their teacher, Miss Rodgers, 
said: “Long, long ago when the Lord 
Jesus was here on earth, He gave His 
disciples a pattern for praying. We often 
use that prayer, which is usually called 
the Lord’s Prayer. Who can tell me what 
it says in that prayer about forgive- 
ness of sins?” 

Jim’s hand was the first one to shoot 
up, and Miss Rodgers asked him to give 
the answer. “It ‘Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.’ ‘Debts’ 
means sins and ‘debtors’ means those 
who have sinned against us,” Jim an- 
swered correctly 

“Yes, the Lord Jesus taught that we 
are to feel and act toward others the 
same as we ask God to feel and act 
toward us. Right after the Lord Jesus 
taught the disciples how to pray, He said, 
‘For if you forgive others their short- 
comings, your heavenly Father will for- 
give you, too. But if you do not forgive 
others, your heavenly Father will not 
forgive your’ shortcomings’ either’” 
(Matt, 6:14, 15, Williams Translation). 

Jim pushed at his glasses, and Miss 
Rodgers could see that something was 
troubling him. “Do you have a question, 
Jim?” she asked. 

“Well, not exactly. But, Miss Rodgers, 
if somebody calls you ‘four-eyes’ do you 
have to let him ride on your sled?” 

“Suppose we see what the Lord Jesus 
has to say about that, Jim. Let’s all 
turn in our Bibles to the eighteenth chap- 
ter of Matthew and verse twenty-one. 
You remember that Peter did a lot of 
talking. People who talk a lot usually 
get into trouble. He had doubtless had 
some disagreements with others and so 
it was that he asked the question that 


says, 
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is in our verse: ‘Lord, how oft shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? till seven times?’ In those days 
the Law said that men were to forgive 
anywhere from one to three times, but 
never more than that. So when Peter 
asked if they were to forgive others as 
often as seven times, he was probably 
feeling quite proud of himself. But 
‘Jesus saith unto him, I say not ‘unto thee, 
Until seven times: but,~ Until seventy 
times seven.’ In other words, the Lord 
Jesus said that if a man tried to count 
the times he was forgiving others, he 
really wasn’t forgiving them at all. And 
so His law was that we are to forgive 
ami forgive and forgive—and forget, 

“Then the Lord Jesus told an impor- 
tant story. A servant owed his master 
more than a million dollars. Because 
the servant could not pay what he owed, 
his master commanded that he and his 
wife and children and everything that 
he had would have to be sold. But the 
servant pleaded, ‘Give me time, and I 
will pay you every cent of it.” The mas- 
ter felt so sorry for the man that he for- 
gave him and said it would not be neces- 
sary for him to pay one cent. But do 
you know what that servant did? He 
went out and found a man who owed 
him only a very little bit of money, and 
he caught him by the throat and began 
to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay me what 
you owe me.’ That man pleaded that 
he would pay him if he had a little time, 
But the servant would not wait, and he 
had the man (who owed him such a 
little, remember) put into jail. The mas- 
ter who had forgiven the servant such 
a'great deal, when he heard what the 
man had done, was so enraged that he 
turned the servant ‘over to the official 
torturers, until he should pay the whole 
debt.’ And, the Lord Jesus concluded, 
‘This is the way my heavenly Father too 
will deal with you, if you do not, each 
one, heartily forgive your brother’ (Wil- 
liams Translation). You see,” Miss Rod- 
gers added, “the very worst thing that 
anyone can do to us is really nothing as 
compared to the things that we do 
toward God.” 

When the lesson was over, Jim closed 
his eyes tightly and prayed very hard. 

The very next day when he saw Bill he 
cried, “Come on over—get a ride on my 
sled.” And Bill did! And Jim was hap- 
pier than he had ever, ever been. 
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GREETING TRACTS 


APPLYING THE GOSPEL 
to EVERYDAY LIFE 
BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS 

SICKNESS - CONVALESCENCE 

GRADUATIONS - ANNIVERSARIES 










BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND Geox 888, Akron 9, Chic 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 














CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Our ministry in India includes— 


INDIGENOUS CHURCHES 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 


542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 

















Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 

One hundred sixty-five choruses on 

different portions of the Word. 

Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 

postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 


325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 




















The Old Truths Freshly Presented 


Studies in God's 
Word which will 
} wot pass away, pre- 
pared especially 
for the spiritually 
hungry. 

Each issue packed 
with Bible Exposi- 
tions, Prophetic 
Helps, Current 
Events in the Light 
of the Bible, Ques- 
tion Box, etc. Eve 
page Bible-centered. 
Introductory offer — 12 
big monthly issues — only 
$2.75. Sample copy 25c. 


TAKE ADVANTAGE— 
WRITE TODAY! 


OUR HOPE MAGAZINE 
Frank E Gaebelein, Publisher € Schuyler English, Editor 
Dept. ST, Box 146 Waretown, New Jersey } 














MANY JEWISH HEARTS OPEN! 


Thousands of dollars needed for Scriptures and missionaries’ sup- 
port in North America, Europe, and the Holy Land. Two mission- 
aries sailing to Holy Land this month. Our missionaries reached 
with Scripture tracts approximately 6,000 Jews in New York City 


in one day! 


Pray and send your gifts now to: 


NATIONAL JEWISH MISSION 


1101 E. 35th Street, Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 
Rev. G. P. Raud, President 


704 Main Street E., Hamilton, Ont, 
Rev. A. H. Salter, Deputy Director 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1953 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES list 
of lessons, in the Igternational Uniform 
series, for 1953 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological or- 
der, giving the over-all lesson titles, Scrip- 
ture references, and Golden Texts, and 
then gives the devotional readings and 
the specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school. 


Some superintendents use these lists 
to hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES use 
this lesson list in preparing and submit- 
ting illustrations for “The Illustration 
Round Table” in the lesson department 
each week. 


Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask for the 
1953 lesson list. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 28) 

1. It is still in the division, “Dwelling 
in His Passion” (see lesson for Jan. 11), 
but is one of the teaching interludes, 
“Problems of the Kingdom.” 

2. Bersonal ambition, offenses, how to 
deal with offenders, and the question of 
forgiveness, 

3. The Galilean ministry (chap, 19:1). 

4. “Who is the greatest?” (v. 1), and, 
“How oft shall . . . I forgive?” (v. 21.) 

5. The trustfulness and submissive- 
ness of the child spirit. , 

6. The humility of the child spirit, 

7. (1) Private conversation, (2) inter- 
view with “witnesses, (3) appeal to the 
church (vs, 15-17), 

8. While he is not to be received into 
church privileges, he must be treated as 
one “for whom Christ died,” with all 
solicitude and love. 

9. 1 Corinthians 5:1-13. 

10. We are to keep on forgiving up to 
the measure of God’s forgiveness of us 
—a measure which we shall never reach, 
See Ephesians 4:32, 
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THEY DIE BECAUSE OF UNDERNOURISHMENT 


A missionary from Germany writes: “Conditions in Beflin 





Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


are daily becoming worse, and we do not know how long we 
shall be able to reach our people in the East with help. In the 
West we fight against increasing unemployment which makes 
even the young people so discouraged and desperate. There are 
many refugees and old people who no longer possess the power 
of resistance, and die before our eyes, due to undernourishment.” 


From the Holy Land, where the infant State of Israel is 
bravely struggling for survival, we receive many pitiful appeals 
for help. One Hebrew Christian mother wrote: 
are simply appalling. There is so little food. My people per- 
ished in the Concentration Camps of Europe. I fled with my 
husband to Israel, but we are suffering terrible hunger. We pray 
daily, hourly, that our dear Lord may send us help!” 


We have been shipping food and other forms of relief to 


“Conditions 


areas in Europe and Palestine, where there is so much hunger and distress. We 
must continue to encourage and support the Hebrew Christians in their coura- 
geous witness for our Lord Jesus Christ in Europe and the Holy Land. Please send 
your gift to help us alleviate the hunger and distress of our Lord’s brethren. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 


done it unto me” (Matt, 25:40). 


$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family in 
Europe or in Israel. 


$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 


An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
upon request. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


US.A. + 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Dept. T 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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Beehives and a Point of Law 
(Continued from second page) 


covers the disease. The correspondent 
asks, “Am I breaking God’s law or rules 
if I give the hives and contents the same 
treatment the licensed plant does?” This 
brings the matter right home to a Chris- 
tian man’s own conscience before God. 
We must not argue that because many 
others break the law and “get by with 
it,” we can do the same, for two or ten 
infractions do not change the law. What 
we must ask is, “What is my duty, and 
what do the Scriptures say?” Here are 
several Bible passages that apply to this 
case and others like it: 

“Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers. For there is no power 
but of God: the powers that be are or- 
dained of God. Whosoever therefore re- 
sisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God: and they that resist shall receive 
to themselves damnation, , , . Wherefore 
ye must needs be subject, not only for 
wrath, but also for conscience sake, For 
for this cause pay ye tribute also: for 
they are God’s ministers, attending con- 
tinually upon this very thing. Render 
therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom 
custom; fear to whom fear; honour to 
whom honour, . . . Provide things hon- 
est in the sight of all men” (Rom. 13:1, 
2, 5-7; 12:17): “Providing for honest 
things, not only in the sight of the Lord, 
but also in the sight of men” (2 Cor. 8: 
21); “Having your conversation honest 
among the Gentiles: that, whereas they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may 
by your good works, which they shall 
behold, glorify God in the day of visita- 
tion” (1 Pet, 2:12). 

If the beekeeper could get special per- 
mission from the authorities to fumi- 
gate the hives himself, that would of 
course be all right, 


Children at Home 
Lila and Her Mother 


A true story 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


“God requireth that which is past” 
(Eccles. 3:15), 


ILA DEAN was a dear little girl 

about ten years old. Her older 
brothers and sisters were all married. 
Her father was dead, and so she lived 
alone with her mother. When Miss 
Brown called at their home and invited 
Mrs. Dean and Lila to Sunday school, 
her mother said, “Lila may go if she 
likes, but I could not possibly spare the 
time.” 

So Lila came to Sunday school and 
she learned to love her teacher very 
much. She was a bright little girl, and 
paid good attention, but it was hard for 
her to understand the Gospel message. 
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Lesson for January 25 


All her life her mother had told her 
that good people go to Heaven when 
they die. And Lila had been told very 
often that she was a good little girl. 
Miss Brown told the children that they 
were all sinners, but that Jesus had died 
to save them from their sins. Lila 
looked very earnest, but she never said 
anything. So her teacher could not tell 
whether she had really accepted Christ 
or not. She was very shy, and Miss 
Brown hesitated to ask her before the 
other children, if she was saved. She 
watched for an opportunity to see her 
little pupil alone, but somehow it never 
seemed to come; everyone liked Lila, 
and there were always some of the girls 
with her wherever she was. 

One day Miss Brown gave her Sun- 
day school class a written test about 
the lessons they had been studying. One 
of the questions on the paper was, “Are 
you saved? How do you know?” Lila 
answered all the other questions 
quickly, but she thought a long time 
about that one. Finally she wrote “Yes” 
to the first half, and after “How do you 
know?” she wrote, “Because I do what's 
right.” When Miss Brown read that an- 
swer she was troubled. “I am afraid 
Lila does not really understand salva- 
tion,” she said. “I must have a talk with 
her soon.” Then she asked the Lord to 
help her find an opportunity. 

Miss Brown went again to visit Lila 
in her home. Mrs. Dean was very 
friendly and asked her to stay for sup- 
per. She talked to her while the meal 
was cooking. It seemed just as hard to 
see Lila alone at home as anywhere 
else. But after Miss Brown had been 
there a while, Lila said, “It’s time for 
me to feed the chickens. Would you 
like to come and see them?” 

“Yes, I would,” said Miss Brown rising 
at once to go with her. It really was 
nice to see all the chickens crowding 
up to get their share of grain, and Lila 
and her teacher talked about the 
chickens for a few moments. Then they 
started back to the house. On the way 
Miss Brown said, “Your test paper was 
very good, Lila, but you gave one an- 
swer I did not understand.” 

“What was that?” she asked, 

“You said that you know that you are 
saved because you do what’s right,” an- 
swered Miss Brown. 

“I do try to be good,” said Lila in a 
low voice. 

“I am sure you do,” said her teacher, 
“but have you always been good?” 

“No, not always,” said Lila, 

“Do you remember that verse we 
learned a few Sundays ago, ‘God re- 
quireth that which is past’?” asked Miss 
Brown. 

“Yes,” said Lila, 

Just then her mother called, “Come on 
in. Supper’s ready.” 

As they went into the house Lila’s 
teacher said to her, “Don't forget that 
‘God requireth that which is past.’ No 
matter how good you are from now on, 
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you can never get to Heaven unless your 
past sins are washed away by the blood 
of Jesus.” 

Lila kept right on coming to Sunday 
school and she paid even better atten- 
tion than ever, but Miss Brown did not 
have another opportunity to talk to her 
alone, and she still said nothing about 
being saved. By and by it was time for 
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the class to have another test. One of 





the questions this time was, “How may 
we be saved from God's judgment?” This 
time Lila wrote, “By taking the Lord 
Jesus as our Saviour right away.” me 

When Miss Brown read that she felt By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 
happy. “Lila understands now,” she Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
thought. “And I really believe that she let, attractively bound with blue paper 
has taken the Lord Jesus to be her Sav- cover, have been placed in the hands of 
iour, but I wish she would say so, and busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
then I would be sure.” workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 

One day someone said to Miss Brown, inspirational reading await you 
“Have you heard that Lila’s mother has 
cancer, and the doctor says it is too late 
to operate?” 

“Are you sure?” asked Miss Brown, 
feeling very much shocked. “She seemed 
all right the last time I called there, and 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 


40 cents, postage paid. 
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“OCCUPY TILL | COME,” said the Lord 


Remember God’s Covenant People — the Jews 


The time is short! Watch events in the Holy Land . . . prophecy is being fulfilled 
and the stage being set for the Lord's return. NOW is the opportune time to act 
as in Isaiah 62:6-11 

To PRAY fervently for Israel, until God will establish her. 

To PREPARE the way of that people (for the return of the Lord). 

To PROCLAIM to the daughter of Zion that HER Salvation is coming. 


Our Great Achievement in the Holy Land 





Upon the recent visits to Israel by the General Director of The American 
European Bethel Mission, two important tasks were accomplished: 
GOSPEL CENTERS in JERUSALEM and HAIFA were opened. 
An ORPHANAGE was established, to care for the SPIRITUAL, MORAL, 
and MATERIAL WELFARE of Hebrew Christian and other destitute children. This Orphanage is a 


strictly evangelical, nonsectarian, and interdenominational institution. 


Wistful, needy children look t@ us for food and shelter. We are the hands that distribute your bounty. Do 
not fail us or these little ones. The Orphanage as well as our Missi ion Stations all are dependent on the 
Lord’s people. Please share our burdens through prayer and practical fellowship in meeting pressing needs. 


Address your letters and gifts to headquarters: 
THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General Director 


Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 





252 N. Dillon Street 














INVESTING YOUR MONEY 
IN TIMES LIKE THESE 


to bring you a safe, generous, assured lifetime income 


A free booklet tells you how, under a remarkable 
time-tested Annuity Plan, you can obtain a safe, 
generous, lifelong income that never changes, never 
fails through good times or bad—while at the same 
time your money helps in the vital work of distrib- 
uting the Bible throughout the world. For full de- 
tails, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Dept. SS812, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
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What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 
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23 BIG features 
in this amazing book 
4 TEACHING PLANS! 
Evangelistic — True to the Bible. Makes 
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Lila has said nothing about her mother’s 
being ill.” 

“I guess she had no idea of it till yes- 
terday,” said the neighbor. “She had not 
been feeling very well for some time, 
so she went to the doctor for a checkup. 
He gave her several tests and then told 
her the results yesterday.” 

Miss Brown went to see Lila’s mother. 
Mrs. Dean said, “I guess I have to die.” 
Her face was sad, but she did not cry. 
Lila’s teacher prayed that she might 
knew how to help the poor lady to get 
saved. But all she said was, “We'll 
surely pray for you. I hope the doctor 
is mistaken. Does Lila know anything 
about it?” 

“Yes,” said Mrs. Dean. “I told her 
yesterday when she came home from 
school, and I'll never forget what she 
said.” 

“What was it?” asked Miss Brown. 

“She said, ‘Oh, Mcther, it wouldn't 
be so bad if only you weré saved!’ And 
then she began to cry. I asked her what 
she meant, and by and by she stopped 
crying and talked to me as good as a 
preacher. She told me she was saved, 
and she said, ‘You have been very good 
to me, Mother. but the Bible says that 
all of us have sinned and ‘God requireth 
that which is past.’ You must have your 
past sins washed away in the blood of 
Jesus or you will never get to Heaven.’” 

“Do you believe that?” asked Miss 
Brown. 

“Yes,” said Mrs. Dean, “and I asked 
God that my sins might be washed away, 
too. And I believe He has done it.” She 
looked happier as she said that, and Miss 
Brown’s heart was thrilled at the way 
the Lord had used Lila to bring her 
mother to Christ. 

Lila had been out on an errand, but 
she came in before Miss Brown left, and 
all three of them knelt in prayer to- 
gether. 

One of the married sisters came home 
to help take care of her mother, and 
she accepted Christ, too, Although the 
whole Sunday school prayed that Mrs. 
Dean might get better, it was not the 
Lord’s will. But she learned to love 
the Lord Jesus more and more. She 
wanted Lila to be baptized even though 
she was too ill to go to the service. And 
when she was able to listen she always 
wanted hymns sung, prayer offered, and 
the Bible read, 

By and by the Lord took Mrs, Dean 
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s 
to Heaven, and Lila went to another city 
to live with a married sister. Although 
she could not go to Miss Brown's Sun- 
day school any longer, she wrote letters 
to her. She told her that she was trying 
to get all her nieces and nephews to 
come to Jesus, too. She told them what 
she had learned, that no matter how good 
a person tries to be, “God requireth 
that which is past,” and that is why the 
Lord Jesus had to die for our sins. Be- 
cause He did die on the cross, all of us 
may have our sins washed away, if only 
we will come to Him. 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


Ld 
vg 


A Program for the 
World Day of Prayer 


SOUND program for the World Day 

of Prayer, on Friday, February 20, 
1953, has again been issued by the Amer- 
ican Council of Christian Churches. It 
contains full instructions for the exer- 
cises, including hymns, Scripture, re- 
sponses for leader and people, and in- 
dications for periods of prayer. 

The 16-page programs, printed in two 
colors, may be obtained free of charge 
from the American Council of Christian 
Churches, 15 Park Row, New York 38. 


us 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John WwW. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 25 


1, Strive To Know 
(Phil. 3:8-12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 


HIS Sunday begins Christian En- 
deavor Week—Youth Week, and is 
also quite generally observed as Denomi- 
national Day. The theme chosen for the 
entire week is “Strive To Know—Dare 
To Believe,” and the topic for this Sun- 
day is the first part of that theme. 
we 
As the Scripture chosen for this week 
indicates, it isof prime importance toknow 
Christ. Notice that Paul does not speak 
here of knowing about Christ. There 
were many people in his day who knew 
about Christ. They had heard of His life 
and His miracles, and even of His death 
and resurrection, but yet did not really 
know Him. Likewise, today, it is pos- 
sible to know a great deal about Christ 
and yet not really know Him. Yet it is 
possible for each one of us who knows 
about Him to know Him even better than 
we know our dearest earthly friend. He 
says to each of us, “Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door. I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me” (Rev, 3:20). 
A Christian worker once tried a very 
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interesting experiment. He went from 
door to door asking the question, “Do 
you know Jesus Christ?” He was given 
some very surprising answers, some from 
intelligent, respectable church members. 
Many said rather tartly that they were 
members of this or that denomination, 
as though that ended the matter. Some 
tried to explain who Christ was. But 
very, very few gave an unequivocal 
“yes” to the question. What would be 
your answer? 

One of the great reasons today for 
weak and flabby faith and for lives de- 
feated by sin and compromise with the 
world is the fact that so many who name 
the name of Christ do not really know 
Him. If you do not, will you not make 
it your business, like Paul, to let noth- 
ing stand in the way of your knowing 
Christ and the power of His resurrection 
in your life, here and now? 


? 


The fact that this Sunday is also be- 
ing observed as Denominational Day 
emphasizes the importance of each Chris- 
tian knowing also just what his denomi- 
nation stands for. All too often the chief 
religious conviction of Protestants is 
anti-Catholicism, and, sometimes, Meth- 
odists are content to be anti-Presbyte- 
rian, and Presbyterians are satisfied with 
being anti-Methodist, and so on. The 
fundamentals of the Christian faith are 
clearly set forth in the Word of God. 
Unfortunately, there are some denomina- 
tions that have officially departed from 
certain of these fundamentals, and there- 
fore each of us should know just where 
the denomination to which he belongs 
stands in these important matters of the 
Christian faith. Your pastor will be 
able to give you help along these: lines, 
and you will also find it worth while 
to place in the hands of your members, 
or to secure for your young people’s 
library these pamphlets: 

The Christian Fundamentals, by Wm. L. 
Pettingill. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill., 35 cents.) 

Modernism Contrasted With Christianity,” 
by T. Stanley Soltau. (Good News Publishing 
Co., 322 W. Washington, Chicago, 4 cents 
a copy, or $2.50 per hundred.) 

The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error 
(American Prophetic League, Inc., Box BB, 
Eagle Rock Station, Los Angeles 41, Calif., 
5 cents each, quantity prices on application.) 
Each of us should “be ready always 

to give an answer to every man that ask- 
eth you a reason of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 
3:15). 

$e 

In line with knowing the position of 
your church or denomination regarding 
the fundamentals of the faith, you will 
also find it profitable to know something 
of the history of your denomination, Just 
why was it founded? Who were some 
of the men and women who were re- 
sponsible for its beginning and growth? 
How far has it expanded today, and what 
are some of its greatest assets? 
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A third area in which you will want 
to seek information for this week’s topic 
is that of the program in your church. 
What are its plans and projects for the 
future? What missionary fields does it 
now occupy, and what new fields is it 
planning to enter? What part does your 
individual church have in this program, 
and how can your young people’s group 
share in these plans? Here again your 
pastor or your denominational headquar- 
ters can give you helpful information. 
Make it your business to have accurate 
and up-to-date facts, and have them pre- 
sented in a way that will avoid a mere 
recitation of statistics, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Understanding the Books of the New 
Testament. Edited by Patrick H. Car- 
michael. (John Knox Press, Richmond 
9, Va., $2.50.) Here are six studies, each 
one complete in itself, which present 
collectively a complete survey of the 
New Testament. The book is meant to 
serve as a guide to Bible study for lay- 


men. The various articles are titled: 
“New Testament Survey,” “The Four 
Gospels,” “The Acts,” “The Pauline Let- 
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PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 


Prices and samples sent on request 


14 West 40th Street 
J. M. HALL, inc., Now Yea eey 
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MY CHUM 


A magazine for children 
ages 4 to 14. 

Teaches Christian attitudes 
in stories, comics, and activities. 

Order today! 3 months of both My Chum, 
for children, The Christian Parent, for fam- 
ilies, only $1. $2.50 each per year. 
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RUN A SPARE-TIME 


CARD & GIFT SHOP 
AT HOME 


If you want to earn extra money for your- 
self, your church, your organization, here 
is an easy and friendly way to do it in 
your spare time 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


We will send samples of our new 1953 all- 
occasion greeting cards and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—take their orders— 
and earn up to 100% profit for yourself 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 


Send us your name and address. We will rush a full 
set of actual samples on approval with complete details 
on how to get started 
REGAL GREETING CARD CO. 
DEPT. SS-10, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 

















YET IT IS FAIR TO 


Picture yourself the owner of an 


AMERICAN SUNDAY<-SCHOOL UNION 
ASSURED INCOME ANNUITY 


You know a deep sense of security. 
Your Annuity will continue to bring 
you a dependable, unfluctuating 
income for the rest of your life. 


And you have the still deeper 





YOUR PRESENT NEEDS 


WRITE TODAY for full details to Dept. $ 





satisfaction of knowing that after 
you have gone to be with the 
Lord, the remainder of your An- 
nuity will be put to work for His 
glory, and will bear fruit for 
eternity. 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut Street 


Philadelphia 3, Pa 
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S. Bibles We have the new pocket- 

cogield size as; well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to ft. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


FOR RENT Enjoy your stay in home of teacher, 

conveniences, carport, near bus, 
$65 per month, near Miami Bible Institute. Miss 
Catherine Michie, 2827 N. W. 12th Avenue, 
Miami 37, Florida. 
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; ‘The whole Bible for your 
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To serve great field, encourage Bible read- 
Easy to hand or mail 
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ing with special tract. 
out. Write for samples, suggestions. Tracts 
FREE. Stamps for postage requested. 
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ALTARS OF GOD 


PRAYER—BLOOD—FIRE—GLORY 
53 pages Leatherette, 30 cents 
By Rev. Jesse F. Silver, author of “The Lord’s Return’ 
At dealers, or J. F. Silver 


120 S. Grand Avenue Los Angeles 12, California 
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ters,” “Hebrews and General Letters,” 
“The Revelation.” On the whole, the 
summaries and outlines of each book of 
the New Testament are good. Lay read- 
ers can learn much from this volume. 
The material is so arranged as to make 
the book useful for a series of lessons 
to be taught to classes in Sunday school 
and elsewhere. However, these studies 
are weak in their treatment of the pre- 
dictive portions of the New Testament. 
A stronger grasp of the doctrine of last 
things, especially in the analysis of the 
Book of Revelation, would make this a 
much more helpful work. It is unfor- 
tunate, too, that exclusive and frequent 
reference is made to the “Westminster 
Dictionary of the Bible” and Dummelow’s 
“One Volume Bible Commentary.” Both 
of these volumes are tinged with Higher 
Critical views that could lead the stu- 
dent into a misunderstanding of the 
books of the New Testament. 


The Faith and the Hope of the Future. 
By Thomas Houghton. (The Sovereign 
Grace Advent Testimony, 9 Milnthorpe 
Rd., Chiswick, London, W. 4: 8/6 net.) 
There is much to be learned by 
the reading of this little book, in 
which prophetic details are systemati- 
cally discussed, even though the view is 
held that Christ’s premillennial coming 
will be after the Great Tribulation rather 
than before it. A score of chapters con- 
tains helpful instruction, including quo- 








FROM THE LAND 
OF 20,000,000 
HEARTACHES~* 


A homeless, wandering mother trudged wearily by with a dying two-year- 
old a to her back and a starving infant in her arms crying for the food 


she could not provide. 


The arm of death had reached out and taken the 


other members of the family. There was no hope, for the same arm now en- 


folded this helpless trio. 


Through the heroic and sacrificial work of missions, Dr. Bo 


Just when the light was going out, help came. 


Pierce, and many 


others (perhaps you had a part), their lives were spared and many thousands 


like them. 


In HIS name, thank you for the help you gave. 


It has met a ter- 


rible physical need, and rightfully so—but now how about the spiritual needs? 


On an island off the Korean coast there are thousands of Chinese com- 
munist prisoners of war. A godly chaplain has faithfully preached the Gospel 


to them. 


God has honored the sowin 
“turned to God from idols”—(idols of dei 


g of the Word and some 15,000 have 
e 


d man—communism). This chaplain 


has given us an urgent call to provide the complete year’s Bible study and 


memory course to every one of these spiritually needy men. 


We dare not fail. 


This is investing in the eternal souls of men. Five dollars ($5) will provide the 


complete courses for two men. 
turn will become soul winners. 


less enemy of freedom here and one more precious soul in heaven. 


It will establish them in the Lord so they in 
Every communist that finds Christ means one 


This is a 


desperate need. However, it can be met if at the beginning of each month you 


invest in two lives. 


Yours for their salvation, 


DICK HILLIS 


*Send your investment to: ORIENT CRUSADES 

P. O. Box 45 

Los Angeles 53, California 
(Tax deductible receipt will be sent to you.) 
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tations from the Scriptures and from the 
writings o¥ Bible scholars, on such themes 
as: taking prophecy literally, Israel’s des- 
tiny, apostasy, the man of sin, Armaged- 
don, the first resurrection, the Millen- 
nium, and the like. Some readers will 
be disturbed by Mr. Houghton’s state- 
ment that “saving faith follows but does 
not precede the new birth.” However, 
the book has a wealth of material that 
is edifying, and it will be of special in- 
terest to many as coming from the father 
of Bishop Frank Houghton, until recently 
the general director of the China Inland 
Mission. 


Sir Knight of the Splendid Way. By 
W. E. Cule, (Carey Kingsgate Press, 6 
Southampton Row, London, E.C, 1; five 
shillings net.) Here is the story of an- 
other pilgrim, like Bunyan’s Christian, 
named Sir Constant. At the Chapel of 
Voices he sees the Vision of the Face, 
is given his armor and instructed by 
an old knight, Sir Fortis, and then sets 
out on the Splendid Way toward the 
City of the Great King. 

As he goes on his pilgrim way, nu- 
merous temptations come to Sir Constant 
under the guise of such knights as the 
False Sir Joyous, whose heart is hard 
and whose joy is only outward; the 
Black Knight, a fierce opponent, who 
when he is downed and unmasked proves 
to be Sir Constant’s self; knights repre- 
senting Malice and Hate, who with the 
Black Knight, attack him all at once; 
the Silent Horseman, who is Death; and 
the subtle Grey Questioner, who offers 
the pilgrim a shortcut across a lake, but 
leads him out into the mist so that the 
boat drifts and is nearly wrecked. Sir 
Constant goes through the Wood of 
Beasts; and the Pass of Tears, where the 
Veiled Sisters, Sorrow and Pain, almost 
overcome him. But he finds, too, the 
Place of Fair Waters, tended by the 
Nameless Knight; and the restful gar- 
den of Flowers Immortal, representing 
the good works of the saints, which are 
all remembered. His last troubles are 
in the Forest of Burdens, from which 
he passes suddenly and unexpectedly 
into the City of the Great King. 

This is the fifth edition of an exceed- 
ingly well-written allegory first pub- 
lished in 1926. W. Y. Fullerton, one of 
the leaders of the Keswick Convention, 
said of it: “It may be placed alongside 
the Pilgrim’s Progress itself without suf- 
fering by the comparison, and there can 
be no higher praise. . . , The encounter 
and the escape are so skillfully described 
that we almost see the struggle.” 

The author’s style is vivid and colorful, 
recalling the days of chivalry, and setting 
forth in figurative language many of 
the subtle temptations and agonizing 
struggles that most Christian workers 
know sooner or later. The story is one 
that can be read and enjoyed by chil- 
dren, and which will at the same time 
instruct them in Bible truths; and it is 
rich in deep, spiritual lessons which can 
best be appreciated by adults, 
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Easter in Your Sunday School 


OW that the special Christmas activ- 

ities in your Sunday school have 
been brought to a blessed and successful 
conclusion, perhaps you will be tempted 
to breathe a sigh of relief and satisfac- 
tion, and to relax a bit before thinking 
of the future. But Easter again comes 
early this year—April 5, and it is pos- 
sible and profitable to make use of the 
short breathing spell between Christmas 
and Easter to lay careful plans for the 
observance of Easter in your Sunday 
school—plans that will avoid that breath. 
less and last minute rush that often mars 
special occasions. 

Three different Easter services, all pre- 
pared by Mary Brainerd Smith, are 
available for use in your Sunday school, 
They are: “Doors the Risen Christ 
Opened,” “Easter Rejoicing,” and “Jesus 
Lives.” Each is in the convenient four- 
page folder form familiar to Sunpay 
ScHooL TIMEs readers, and each contains 
responsive Scripture readings for the 
entire school and for departmental 
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groups; recitations for various depart- 
ments; and original hymns set to familiar 
hymn tunes, thus avoiding special re- 
hearsals for the school. 

These Easter services may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Since 
quantities are limited, you will want to 
write promptly so that you may get the 
particular service you desire. It will 
be helpful if you indicate first, second, 
and third choice, in the event that sup- 
plies become exhausted before your or- 
der arrives, Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5, stating your preference and 
indicating the number of copies you de- 
sire, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 19 to 25 


Mon.—Matthew 17:22-27. 
The Tribute Money Provided. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Go thou to the 
sea, and cast an hook, and take up the 
fish that first cometh up; and when thou 
hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find 
a piece of money: that take, and give 
unto them for me and thee.” You, too, 
can likewise enjoy miracle blessing by 
doing exactly as the Lord commands. 
You will find, too, that He graciously 
helps you out of embarrassing situations, 
and enables you to still the voices of 
enemies by doing better than they ex- 
pect of you. Our Lord is also your good 
provider. Pray for the troubled areas 
of this world. 


Tues.—Psalm 103:1-12. 
Joy in God’s Forgiveness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases.” Enjoyment of 
God and appreciation of His mercies 
come with the forgiveness of sins. This 
initial blessing of the Gospel makes the 
soul happy in the Lord. Reverence for 
God floods the forgiven soul. Its lan- 
guage is: “Bless:the Lord, @ my soul: 
and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name.” Pray for persecuted Christians in 
Spain. 


Wed.—Psalm 103:13-22. 
God’s Mercy Is Everlasting. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him.” How won- 
derful is the eternal mercy of God! It 
preceded us on this earthly scene, and 
after we leave this world for Heaven, 
it will surround and be upon us forever. 
But the sad and solemn fact that mercy 
will be no more to those who die in sin 
is a much overlooked fact by multitudes, 
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See Your local Religious Bookstore 
or Write for Catalog. 


VAN KAMPEN PRESS 
220 E. Willow St., Wheaton, III. 


Do You Make These 
Mistakes in English? 


MANY PERSONS say “between you and 
I” instead of “between you and me’’— 
or use “‘who"’ for ‘“‘whom’’. Every time you 
speak or write you show what you are. 
Mistakes in English reveal lack of educa- 
tion, refinement. Real command of English 
will help you reach any goal. 

nly 15 minutes a day with Sherwin 
Cody’s famous invention——-and you can 
actually SEE your English improve. It 











teaches by HABIT—makes it easier to do the 
RIGHT way. Wonderful self-correcting lessons. 

FREE BOOK. Lack of language power may be costing 
you thousands of dollars every year. See what Mr. Cody's 
method can do for you; it_ costs nothing to find out 
Write now for free book, we You Can Master Good 
English in 15 Minutes a Sherwin 7h Les in 


English, 351 8B & O Biden Rochester 14, N 
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SURVIVORSHIP 
ANNUITIES 


When you go to be 
with the Lord, your 
loved ones get the 
same regular, gener- 
ous returns that you 
received during your 
lifetime. Dividends 
from securities and 
other investments 
fluctuate, but your 
Moody annuity returns 
always remain the same. 

You will have the joy, too, 
of knowing that your dollars 
are being used to train young men and women to 
win souls, to support gospel-science films and other 
world-wide Moody ministries. 


Write for Booklet— DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 


1 MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. sis | 
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| © Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” story 
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If you are considering 


ANNUITIES... 


READ THIS IMPORTANT 
BOOKLET Sefore YOU INVEST 


Send for free copy. Pleasant Tomorrows 
answers questions most often asked 
about annuities — helps solve your in- 
vestment problems. Write Dept. ST13. 







WHEATON COLLEGE 


Wheaton’s record of having provided regular in- 
comes for more than fifty years is your assurance 
of generous annuity payments when due, regard- 
less of prevailing economic conditions. 
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In the Center 


HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
expounded by 


Dr. William Culbertson © Dr. William Culbertson, 


FEBRUARY 8 — MARCH 1 bund 
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of Florida on lovely Jackson Lake 


President, Moody Bible Institute 


Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, 


John M. Ballbach, 


. "MARCH 3 — MARCH 8 


Between Palm Beach 


Dean of Education, M.B.I. 


Pastor from Wilmington, Delaware 


and others 


Goce 


and Miami, just off the ocean highway 


RECREATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS include: 
Ocean fishing and swimming, golf, tennis, 
horseback riding, shuffleboard. 
Sight-Seeing Tours Weekly into: 
Everglades National Park with its semi- 


junglescenes. It is alsopossible to arrange 
a trip into the Bahamas by air. 


enjoy Florida at its best in a spiritual environment. 


Jesus said, “Come ye yourselves aptrt and rest awhile.” 
He was with His disciples; He will be with you. 


For further information write Department S 425 


Moody Bible Institute 
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Conferences! 
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visit... 
incomporable 
Crystal Springs 


Marineland 
beoutiful 
Bok Tower and Carillon PR in. 

eo Sa 3 
broath-teling Dr. S. Maxwell Coder 
Cypress Gardens 
HEAR THRILLING GOSPEL MUSIC by 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Parsons, vocalists 
Mr. Parsons is program director of WMBI 


Donald P. Hustad, organist 
Director, Sacred Musie Department, MBI 








SPIRITUAL HIGHLIGHTS include: 
Strengthening, challenging messages by 
Dr. W. Culbertson, president of MBI. 
Thrilling song and praise services 
Moody Alumni Banquet — Herbert Lockyer, 
alumni secretary; Dr. Culbertson, and 
a Moody faculty member speaking. 
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“Mercy is on them that fear him” only— 
for all eternity. Pray for the salvation 
of your unsaved loved ones, neighbors, 
and friends. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 4:25-32. 
Paul Praises God’s Forgiveness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you.” Divine for- 
giveness not only produces boundless joy, 
but it also places upon our pardoned 
souls the responsibility to forgive all 
who injure us in any way. And only 
pardoned souls will readily forgive in- 
juries. Does this work out thus in your 
experience with others? Do you show 
Christians and others who wrong you the 
three qualities mentioned above? Pray 
for heart-searching preaching in our 
churches, 


Fri—Luke 23:32-43. 
Forgiveness From the Cross. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” 
The dying thief discovered himself in 
the presence of the dying Saviour. Al- 
though within but a brief period away 
from eternity he called upon the name 
of the Lord and received overwhelming 
forgiveness: “To day . With me in 
paradise” was the gracious pledge. The 
blood of the Prince of Life sealed that 
pledge then, and guarantees the same 
pardon to all who seek Him with all the 


heart, Pray for the same sense of sin- 
nership to come to multitudes in our 
time. 


Sat.—Mark 11:20-26. 
Forgiveness Enjoined. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When ye stand 
praying, forgive, if ye have ought against 
any: that your Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” 
The same idea of forgiving at prayer 
all who have in any way sinned against 
us is emphasized in the Lord’s Prayer. 
Many do themselves and families and 
congregations evil by neglecting to use 
the Lord’s Prayer. Is it not a family 
prayer for members of the household of 
faith? Is it not an explicit command of 
Christ? Pray for a more forgiving spirit 

in Christian circles. 


Sun.—1 Peter 2:18-25. 
Our Example in Forgiveness, 
PraYER SvuacesTions: “Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an exam- 
ple,.that ye should follow his steps.” 
When Christ is in us as our hope of 
glory, His example and precepts will 
be to us as footprints for our pilgrim 
feet. Persuasion to get people who do 
not know Him as Saviour to follow 
Him as Example will be useless. No 
one can follow Christ without a 
change of heart. If He captures your 
heart, He will also have your ear 
when He commands. Pray that the 
great army of nominal Christians may 
be awakened by the Spirit of God, 











